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* The following charge was delivered 6 


Fuſtice Buller to the Grand Fury, at the 


opening of the Aſſizes, for the county of 


Warwick, relative to a charge Againſt 
Capt. Donnellan, for the ns ops murder 
of Sir T heodofrus Boughton, by poiſon. 


* GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, 


I AM extremely pleaſed at your meet- 


ing me ſo early this Aſſizes, as by 


your tunely attendance I hope I ſhall be 
able to get through the buſineſs of the 


county in the courſe of the week; and I 
am the more ſatisfied at this circumſtance, 
as Iperceive your calendar extremely load- 
ed indeed, and that it actually contains a 
longer and heavier liſt of crimes, than I 
ſeven counties. 

Among theſe, I find one in parti- 
cular, which requires no inconſiderable 
attention. It is a crime of ſo peculiar a 


Have found charged in the calendars of 


nature, that it is generally committed 


" | 


your duty, gentlemen, to throw off this 
veil, and fift the buſineſs to the bottom. 
You are not to expect viſible proofs in a 
work of darkneſs. You are to colle& the 


with the greateſt ſecrecy, and over which 


the offender always makes uſe of every 


art and cunning to tarow a veil. It is 


truth from circumſtances, and little col- 


lateral facts, which taken ſingly afford no 


proof, yet put together, ſo tally with, and 
confirm each other, that they are as ſtrong 


and convincing evidence, as facts that 
appear in the broad face of day. 


en this caſe, gentlemen, you will 


have two objects to conſider: Firſt, whe- 
8 | N 


caſeg. There 


T RIA L, &c. of Capt. DoNELLAN. 


ther the deceaſed did die of poiſon ? Se- 
condly, whether the perſon ſuſpected, 
did afliſt in adminiſtering that poiſon”? 


With reſpect to the firſt of theſe conſi- 
derations, you will, no doubt, hear the 


ſentiments of thoſe who are ſkilled in the 
nature and effects of poiſon, which is of 
various ſorts, and moſt ſubtle in its oper- 
ation. From the information of ſuch 
perſons, you will be able' to form an 
opinion upon the effects which different 
poiſons have on different perſons ; and 
alſo of the effects the ſame poiſons have on 


perſons of different habits and conſtitu- 


tions. But in this enquiry, gentlemen, 


the opinions of fuch perſons are not to 
controul; they are only to aſſiſt your de- 
termination; and, if neceſſary, to enquire 
whether any, or what means were uſed, 


to ſecret any cireumſtance that might 
lead to more certain evidence. It will 
alſo be proper for you to enquire into the 


ſtate of health in which the deceaſed had 


been previous to, and at the time of this 
unfortunate affair: whether he was well, 
or indiſpoſed, what medicines were pre- 
ſcribed for him, aud by whom? 
« If you find he did get his death by 
poiſon, the next caſe is, to conſider, who 


3 that poiſon: Where poiſen is 
nowingly given, and death enſues, it 
is wilful murder; and if one 1s preſent © 


when poiſon is given by another, he is 
not an acceſſary, but à principal. 


law conſider a perfon ay preſent in ſuch 
| | 1 actual and a con- 
ſtructive preſence o be actually pre- 


There are two ways, by which the 


- ſent. 


ſent, is to be in the room with, and 


ſon is adminiſtered. To be conſtructively 
preſent, is to be in the houſe, knowing 
and aſſenting to what is done. 
There are caſes, in which a man may 
be a hundred miles off, and give poiſon 


9 to another, to adminiſter to a third. Here 


zãgnorant of the intention, 15 not guilty; 
but the perſon who wittingly gave it for 
. that purpoſe, though at ſo great a diſ- 
tance, is guilty of murder. 

I will here mention one caſe, in 
which a perſon gave poiſon to another, 
to adminiſter to a third; but the perſon 


knowing as well as he did that it was 
poiſon, then it was determined that the 
perſon who ſo gave it, was not a Princi- 
pal, but an Acceſſary before the Fact. 
I muſt alſo obſerve to you, that if 
an innocent medicine is changed for a 
noxious medicine, by a ſubſtitution, he 
who changes it, is guilty of murder if 
the perſon die. If the indictment ſhould 


. alc hee, r. 


I. Snag > * « 


, ticular poiſon, and it ſhould appear upon 
enquiry, that he died of another fort of 
poiſon ; I am to inform you that the dif- 
_ ference is immaterial, with reſpect to the 
law); it being held ſufficient in ſuch a caſe, 
that the deceaſed was poiſoned. 
It is alſo proper to remark to you, 
that the crime of murder, by means of 
Hon, has ever been conſidered as the 
moſt odious of all crimes, as it is a ſpecies 
of murder, of a nature that implies a 
peculiar premeditation ; and in former 
times, was held of ſo horrid a nature, 


boiled to death in water or in lead, tho? 
at preſent the erime and puniſhment ſtand 


_ undiſtinguiſhed, | But whilſt I am thus 


within ſight of the perſon when the poi- 


bt the perſon who adminiſters the poiſon, if 


to whom he gave it for that purpoſe, - 


tate, that the deceaſed died by any par- | 
by that means ſhould take, drink, and 


that the perſons found guilty of it were 


morning. h | 


TE 


deſcribing, the odious and horrid nature | 


of this ſpecies of murder, it is neceſſary 


to caution you againſ applying your de- 

teſtation of the crime itſelf, to the perſon _ 
| accuſed pf it. It is not your place to 
enquire into the immediate guilt, or in- 


nocence: it is for you merely to enquire, 


whether there is ſufficient ground of ſuſ- 
picion to put him on his trial, and call 
on him to prove his innocence.” 


2 


6 


The indictment was then read to him, 


and conſiſted of two counts; one laid at 


ſtatute, and the other at common law; 
each charging him with having, on the 


29th of Auguſt, 1780, cauſed two drachms 


of arſenic to be infaſed and mixt with 
water, which the indictment ſtated he put, 
or cauſed to be put into a ſmall phial, 
value one penny, and placed in the lodg- 


ings of Sir Theodoſius Edward Alſley 
Boughton, Bart. at the houſe of his mo- 


ther Lady Cecilia Boughton, at Lawford 
Hall, in the pariſhof Newbourn on Avon, 


with intent taat he (Sir T. E. A. Bough- 
ton) might miſtake the phial, ſo placed, 


for a medicine intended for his good, and 


ſwallow down into his body, the ſame 
deadly poiſon; and that the ſaid Sir T. 


E. A. Boughton, not knowing, or ſuſ- 
pecting the phial, ſo placed, to contain 
any thing noxious, but miſtaking it for 
an innocent medicine, did take, drink, 
and ſwallow down into his body, the 
arſenic ſo mixed and infuſed, which 12 


a deadly poiſon, he became ſick and diſ- 


of Auguſt, / Enter acnt7ac 
To this ind:Qment the priſoner pleaded 


ordered in his body, and died on the zoth 


Not Guilty, after which he was remanded 
to priſon, and ordered for trial the next 
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T a quarter before ſeven the priſo- 
ner was brought into court, and the 
Judge arriving ſoon afterwards, Mr. Don- 


nellan was placed at the bar, and the jury 


being ſworn. 

Mr. Howarth, the leading Counſel for 
the proſecution, proceeded to open the 
merits of this ſingular caſe, in a ſpeech 
which took up an hour and a quarter in 
delivering. | 

He ſet out with obſerving, that it was 
by no means his wiſh or intention to ag- 
gravate, by any deſcription of his, the 
circumftances of the crime that was then 
to be ſubmitted to the determination of 
the Court, for ſuch was the nature of it, 
unluckily for the priſoper, who ſtood 
under the charge of it, that a bare and 
impartial narrative would be amply ſuf- 
ficient for thoſe who had the conduct of 
the proſecution. Of all means, he ſaid, 
Which ingenious miſchief had hitherto 
| deviſed for the deſtruction of the human 
race, there were none ſo cruel nor ſo 
deſpicable as poiſon. Other means or 


inſtruments of death left poſſible traces of 


_ diſcovery,” and implied ſome degree of 
openneſs in the perpetrator, but this 
produced ſearch, and argued equal cow- 
ardice and villainy, ——The danger of 


every crime was encreaſed in proportion 


to the encreaſe of difficulty in avoiding 
the effects; and when any means of 
proof could be found to eſtabliſh the 
guilt of poiſon in the conviction of im- 
partial men, there was none that ſo loudly. 
demanded the unmitigated exerciſe of 
rigid juſtice as it did. He had no doubt 
that he ſhould be able to-prove to the 
fatisfactiom of the jury, that the priſoner 
had hey BON of this blackeſt of all 
crimes, and after having ſtated the cir- 


cumſtances on which he founded his own. 


preſumption, he ſhould make himſelf 


confident of their concurrence, and hoped 
that if that ſhould be the caſe, they 
would, by an honeſt and juſt verdict, 


conſign him to the fate his crime ſo 
ſtrongly called for. Mr. Howarth now 
entered into a general narrative of the 
circumſtances attending the death of Sir 
Theodoſius Boughton, and of the con- 
duct of the priſoner at the time of his 
death, as well as for ſome time previous 


and ſubſequent ; but as theſe will be beſt 
underſtood, and come alſo with more 


force and authenticity from the particu- 
lar perſons who adduced them in evi- 
dence, we ſhall omit this recapitulation, 
and proceed to lay the facts before our 


readers as they aroſe in the courſe of the 


teſtimony that was given. 

The firſt y-itneſs that was called for the 
proſecution was My, Powell, an apothe- 
cary at Rugby,—The witneſs ſaid that 
Rugby, the place where he lived, was 
within three miles of Lawford-Hall, 
where the late Sir Theodoſius Boughton 


r eſided at the time of his death. He was 


employed by the deceaſed to cure him of 
a venereal complaint which he had con- 
tracted immediately before his applicati- 
on to him, but it was very ſlight, and by 


no means a ccntinuation of any old diſ- 


order, as had been repreſented. He ad- 
miniſtered cooling phyſic to him for three 
weeks; after which, ſuppoſing. that his 
patient was in no further need of medi- 
cine, he ſuſpended his application; but 


in a fortnight afterwards, on a trifliag 
ſwelling ariſing in his groin, he again 


adminiſtered ſome draughts, which how- 
ever were of the moſt gentle and innocent 
kind. The conſiſted of four doſes and 
were e e two of them of manna 


and ſalts only, the other of rhubarb and 


ja lap, fifteen grains each. The laſt doſe 
lich he ſent him was ſent on the zgth 
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of Auguſt, the day before the death of 
Sir Theodoſius, by Wm. Froſt, a ſervant 
to Lady Boughton. He alſo ſaw the 
deceaſed the ſame day, who was at that 
time in perfect health and ſpirits. The 
day following being Wedneſday the zoth 

of Auguſt, he was ſent for by Lady Bough- 
ton. It was nine o'clock before he arriv- 

-- ed there, and when he went into Sir The- 
- - odoſius's room, which he did immediately 
on his arrival, he found that he had been 
dead above an hour. Capt. Donnellan 
accompanied him into the room, but tho? 

© amedical man aſked him na qutſtions con- 

| — the event which had taken place; 
t on being interrogated as to the na- 

ture of his death by the witneſs, Capt. 
Donellan faid that Sir Theodoſius had 
died in convulſions, and wiſhed to make 
Him, the witneſs, believe, that the cauſe of 

it was a cold, for that he was vn impru- 
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17 MF. The body bore no appearance of 
diſtortion when he ſaw it, and the hottles 
Which contained the draughts werz not 


then in the room. The witneſs produc- 


Ame colour, but differing in their ſmell 
and taſte, and in the effects of their in- 


grains of rhubarb, and an equal quan- 
of jalap, with two drachms of nutmeg 
water, and ditto of ſimple liquid. The 
other had the ſame ingredients in it, but 
had alſo an infuſion of laurel xvater, a wa- 
ter diſtilled from the laurel leaf. The 


cent; the other the ſtron ion that 
could be adminiſtered. delt Po Ho. 


the priſoner, and aſked, whether or no 
the draughts' which he ſent to the de- 


maturity ? . 
dent young man, and took no care of him- 
ed two bottles in court, exactly of the 


- gredients ; the one was compoſed; of 1 


firſt of theſe, he ſaid, was perfectly inno- 


The witneſs was crofs examined by 
Mr. Newnham, the leading Counſel for 


| eraſed, were not ſometimes attended 


with violent operation, and whether or 
no they did not ſometimes purge him 
extremely, and ſometimes make him 
ſick ? „ i 
Io each of theſe queſtions, the witneſs 
replied in the negative, and ſaid he was 
ſure that neither of theſe effects were 
produced by his medicine, for though it 
might purge him, yet it certainly did it 
gently, and as for creating ſickneſs, he 
did not believe that to be any quality of 
Stalk: 5 5 
Lady Boughton was next called. 
Queſtion by the Counſel.— What age 
was your, fon, Theodoſius Boughton, at 
the-time of his deceaſe? „ 
A. He was twenty on the 3d of Auguſt, 
the month in which he die. 
Q. What fortune would he have poſ- 
ſeſſed had he attained the period of his 


* 


A. Upwards of two thouſand pounds 
per ann. N e 
Q. At his deceaſe, to whom was this 
fortune, or the major part of it, to de- 
JJ... Conte; 
A. The greater part of it was to de- 
ſcend to his ſiſter, the wife of the priſo- 
ner at the bar. . . 
Q. How long has Capt. Donell an re- 
ſided at Lawford-Hall? 8 
A. He came ſome time in the year 
1778, and remained there from that time 
till the death of Sir Fheodeſius. 
Q. How long had Sir Theodoſius him- 
ſelf reſided at che fame place?  ' 
A. He left ſchool in the year 1779, 
and has been with me ever ſince, till his 


deceaſe. | 


Q. Have you ever had any converſa- 
tion with the priſoner at the bar, reſpect- 
ing the health of your ſon, ſometime 
previous to his deceaſe ? -- 


What 


1 


8 1 


Q. What has been the purport of theſe 
We ? 
A. He has always deſcribed him as 


being in a very bad ſtate of health, and 


ſo much affected with a particular diſor- 


der that his life was in danger. 


Do you recollect any particular 


expreſſion of the priſoner's, that you can 
mention to the Court? 


A. Ves. Upon my propoſing to leave 
Lawford-hall for ſome time, to make an 
excurſion to Bath, the priſoner, who had 
juſt before been deſcribing the ill health 


of my ſon, ſaid to me, Do not leave Lag 


Ford-hall, for you do not know obat may 
happen. | 
QQ. Was any gentleman erpecled at 


L Hall to make a viſit to Sir Theo- 


doſias. 

A. Ves; a Mr. P, onnereau, * was to 
have ſtaid a week, after which Sir Theo- 
doſius intended to have accompanied him 


to Northamptonthire, and to have ue 
ſome time. 


When was Mr. Fonnereau ex- 
netted, or when did he arrive? _ 

A. He came on Friday the 2d of Sep- 
tember, which was three days after the 
deceaſe of Sir Theodoſius. 

Q. Then Sir Theodoſius would have 
very {oon left Lawford- hall for a conſider- 
able time ? 


tedhim. 
os A Where Was the phyſic generally 


kept which Sir Thecdofius had been in 


1 habit of taking? 
It uſed to be locked up. but was 
eee ſhifted into Sir 'T neodoſtus“s 


room where it was not locked, but Rood. 


upon a ſhelf. 
Q. What was the reaſon of this 


change ? 


A. oe day when 811 Theods ug had 


A. Certainly, if it death had not preven- 


forgot to take it, Capt. Donellan obſerv- 


ed to him, that ne had much better not 


lock his phyſic pp, but keep it in ſome 
ſituation where it might be before his 
eyes, ſo that he might run no hazard of 
miſſing it; and from that time it was 
placed upon an open ſhelf. | 


Q. Where was Sir Theodoſius on n che 3 
Tueſday, the day before his death? 


A. I faw him in the afternoon. He 


went a fiſhing about fix in the evening, 


and took the ane and coachman with 
him, | 

Q. Did vousfee Capt, Donnellan for 
ſome time after dinner! 3 


A. No: Mrs. Donellan and I walked 


in the garden for upwards of an hour, and 
faw nothing of him; but about ſeven . 


o' clock in the evening, he came to us, and 


ſaid he had been ſeeing Sir Theodoſius fiſh, 
and had perſuaded him to return home, 2 | 
he ſhould catch cold. "IF 
Q. When did you ſee Sir Theodofivs 


after that ? 
A. He came home about nine o ok 


and went to bed ſoon afterwards, having . 


firſt requeſted me to lend him my ſervant 
to go a fiſhing with him in the morning, 
and to come and give him his phyſic my- 


ſelf, for he liked beſt to receive it from 


me. 


Q. Was he in good h health ang ſpirit 
at that time? 
A. Perfectly fo. 
20, When dd you ſee him again? 
A. The next morning at ſeven. 
. How was he then? : 
A ln perfect health- b 


Q. What converſation took place be⸗ 
tw een vou? 


oh We had ſome converſation About d 
net which he {aid he intended to take with 


him a fiſhing. After which he aſked for 


his phyſic, aud fhewed me where the boc- 


tle; . 


1 


tles ſtood. He firſt requeſted me, however, 
to get him a bit of cheeſe before he took 
it, which I accordingly did. I then took 
down the bottles, and read the labels, 
which were purging draughts for Sir 
Theodoſius Boughton.” —I then poured 
one of them into a tea-cup;- but as Sir 
Theodoſius obſerved that Thad not ſhaken 
it, he requeſted me to return it into the 
bottle and ſhake it. I did ſo, and gave 
it him to drink, which he did accordingly ; 
faying, at the ſame time, that the taſte of 
It was extremely nauſeous. For my part, 
the ſmell of it 1 uggeſted to me the idea of 
bitter almonds. 
The two different bottles which had 
been produced in Court by Mr. Powell, 
were now preſented to her Ladyſhip, and 


ſhe was aſked to inform the Court which 
of them reſembled the ſmell of that which 


ſhe gave her ſon. Having ſmelt each, ſhe | 


_ ſaid, ** This is it which reſembles the 
ſmell of that I gave my ſon.” This bot- 
tle being preſented to the gentlemen of 
the faculty, proved to be that which had 
the decoction of laurel leaves 1 4 in 
it. 


The Counſe! now reſumed bis terre | 


gations, 

Q. What happened after Sir Theodo- 
ſius had taken the draught? 

A. He obſerved he did not think he 
ſhould be able to keep it on his ſtomach, 
— he ſtruggled very much—gugpgled in his 
ſtomach, and appearedin 13 
about ten minutes however he 8 


more compoſed, and I left him. In about 


five minutes I returned again to his room, 


and to my great aſtoniſhment, found him 
in a dreadful and alarming fituation with 


his eyes fixed upwards, his teeth clenched, 


his ſtomach heaving violently, and froth 


1 h from his mouth. 


Q. What ſtep did you take in conſe- 
quence of theſe appearance: 
A. I immediately diſpatched a meſſage 


to Mr. Powel to obtain all the aſſiſtance 


could get. 


Q. How ſoon afterwards did ou; ſee 


the priſoner ? 
A. In about five minutes. 
Q. And what paſſed between you? © 
A. I informed him of the melancholy 


and unaccountable accident which had 


happened, and he ſaid he would go into 


Sir Theodoſius's room along with me. 
e went together, and when we came 


there I told him it had all happened from 
what had been given in the bottle, and 


that I believed the contents of that bottle 


would have been ſtrong enough to have 


poiſoned a dog. Upon my faying this, 

the priſoner aſked where the bottles were, 
I told him; upon which he ſeized 
one of them, and immediately "poured Jome - 


ewater into it, rinced it, and then poured it 


into a baſon of dirty water. I aſked him 
why he did this? and ſaid it was very 
improper to touch the bottles, or any + 
thing in the room, till the apothecary 
arrived, that he might ſee the true ſtate 

of every thing, and judge accordingly. 

He took no notice of what I ſaid, but 
ſnatched the other bottle alſo, and rinc- 
edit in a ſimilar. manner. Upon my. 
aſking him the reaſon of this conduct 
again, and urging it more ftrongly, he” 
replied, he only did it to taſte the con- 
tents, and afterwards put his finger to 


the bottle, and then to his mouth. 


Q. Did he taſte the firſt bottle? 
A. No. 


I What happened immediately . 5 
ai Fs 
A. Two maid Shs, Sarah Blun- 
dell and Catherine Amos, came into the. 
wee, upon which the priſoner. ek Po 


{\ 


and clean the room. 
out of her hand, when ſhe was going to 
remove them, and bid her let them alone. 


Sarah Blundell to take away the bottles 
I took the bottles 


The priſoner inſiſted, however, that the 
room ſhould be Genned. on which the 
bottles and other things were removed. 

. How much time had intervened 
after Sir Theodoſius had been firſt ſeized 


with his diſorder, till the room was or- 


dered to be cleaned by the priſoner 15 

A, I do not exactly know. 

Q. Was Sir Theodoſius entirely dead 
whos the operation was performin 8 ? 


A. Not quite. 


Q. What took place between you and | 
| the priſoner afterwards ? 


A. We met after in the parlour, white 
Mrs. Donellan was alſo preſent—Capt. 
Donellan then obſerved to his wife, that 
Lady Boughton had been pleaſed to take 
notice of his waſhing the bottles, and if 
it had not come into his head to have ſaid 
that he only did it to taſte the contents, 


he did not know what he ſhould. have 


| done. 
hat anſwer did you make to this? 


A. I made no anſwer but turned away 


to the window, upon which he repeated! it”. 
again. | 


Q What happened . 


A. The Captain having received no 


anſwer from me, ſoon afterwards rung 
the bell for a ſervant. 


to him, William, don't you remember 
my going out this morning through the 


iron gate? I have not been at the other 


ſide of the houſe to-day. Yes fir, fays 


William, I do remember it.—Then re- 
ſymed the Captaiy, you, * 


my evidence. 


The coachman 
Came in, upon which Capt. Donellan ſaid 


illiam e. 


Whedtr, the guardian of your deceaſed 
on. 

A, Ido. us alſo Mr. Donellan's an- 
ſwer, which I did not like, and deſired 
him not to ſend it, but he ſaid it Was 
neceſſary and muſt go. 

. How much time intervened be- 
tween. the death and burial of your ſon? 

A. He died on Wedneſday” the zoth, 
and was buried the e ten. 
me. 
Wake, 7 Were you preſent at any time with 
the priſaner before the Coroner and his 
Jury—If you AE: relate to the Court 
what had happened ? 

A. I was preſent with Ca t. Donellan 
at an examination Jug by the Coroner” 8 
Inqueſt, and when I came to mention that 
circumſtance about the waſhing of the bot- 


tles, Captain Donellan pulled me by the 


ſleeve, and ſeemed to with me not to men- 
tion it. When he returned home, the 
Captain ſaid ro Mrs, Donellan, that That 
been very forward in mentioning the cir. 


cumſtance concerning the waſhing of the 
bottles, which T had no occaſion to do, for 


all that was neceſſary for me was to anſwer 
ſuch queſtions as were put to me, and no 
more. | 

When the things were removing 


Madam, from Sir Theodoſius's room, a. g 


you or did you not take notice of ay part 
of the priſoner's conduct? 

A., Yes, He theh.ſaid that my ſon had 
caught cold a fiſhing, and taking hold of 
Sir Theodoſius's ſtockings, ſaid to the 


maid, Here, take theſe away, they are 

wet in the feet.“ 

them myſelf, and canning the feet ny 
a 


Up on which I took 


them, found 53 were not wet, nor h 


0, 
Q. Do you remember the Peet. 152 
ag rReavey a letter from Sin Wm, 


"Pas did you ever Gaſs t to eat at 40 


| table with $1; Theodoſius, or Was it an 
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with SAC? other, 5 


enabled rule in the family to avoid any 


thing which he had once touched? 
A, I know of no ſuch rule; I conftan- 


fly eat at the ſame table with him, though 
indeed Capt. Donellan recommended me 
not to drink out of the ſame cup with my 


ſon, becauſe he ſajd he was affected with 5 


2 veneral complaint. 
_ Croſs-examined by Mr. Newnham. 
* Were not you at Bath ſome time 
ago 
A, Yes, I went on the firſt of Novem- 
| ber 5 1778. 
Q. Do you. never recolle& about that 


time to have made obſervations reſſ pecting 


the health of your ſon? 

„ 1 frequently ſaid, that his 
Health appeared- impaired, and that his 
fine complection and 1 were quite 


ne; but this I abſcribed to the effect 


of that diſorder, with which from the 
Captain's repreſentation, I ſuppoſed my 
ſon gd be afflicted. 

Did you recollect a quarrel your 


fon had at Bath? A. Ido. 


Do you not alſo recolle& another 


„Ves, 


Did not Capt. N interpoſe 
on both occaſions to en the conſe- 


quences? . 
A, I believe he did. 


QQ Do you not know of DO OW acci - 


dent, Which happened at the church at 


Newbold, in which Capt.] Donellan alſo .. 
ſaved your ſon ? 


A. I do not recollect i 8 
Mr. Howarth then put the following 


Q. Pray, Madam, how did Capt. Do- 
pellan and you ſon, the late Sir Theodo- 
fius Boughton, generally agree? 

A. They were perpetually Haggling 


gueſtions to. the evidence 


my 


was known to be at this ſtill 
- together, 
room, when Mrs. Donellan was in child- 


e Amos was then called. She 
ſaid ſhe was cook-maid to Lady Bough- 
ton. She was called into the room where 
Sir Theodoſius lay, about five minutes 


before his death; Sarah Blundel Was 


with her. Sir Theodofius never ſtirred 
either hand or foot after ſhe ſaw him. 
He frothed at the mouth, guggled in his 
throat, and heaved violently in his ſta- 
mach. She afterwards went about her 
Houſe, and in about half an hour ſaw the 5 
priſoner, who told her, without being 
aſked any queſtions by her, that Sir Theo- 

doſius had caught cold by being ſo late 

out a fiſhing the night before, and that 


it was very ſilly of him, after having been 


taking phyſic ſome time, She was pre, 
ſent when the body of the deceaſed was 
opened, and Capt, Donellan then in- 
formed her, that the cauſe of Sir Theo- 
doſius's death was that a blood veſſel had * 
been broke, A few days after this, the 
priſoner brought her a till to clean, and; 
deſired it might not be ſuffered to ruſt,. 
She had ſeen the priſoner work at this: | 
ſtill. He uſed to lock himſelf up in 2, 
room, which was called his room, though 


he did not ſleep in it, excepting only 


when Mrs. Donellan was. lying, in, and 
our hours . 


It uſed to ſtand openly 3 in the 


bed, becauſe the Captain flept in it him: 


ſelf, and could not very well lock it then. — 


The Rev. Mr. Newſon being ſworn, 


depoſed, that he ſaw the priſoner on the... 
Saturday preceding the 
Theodoſius Boughton-—that the priſpner 5 
then told him that Sir Theodofius was 


death of Sir 


in an exceeding bad ſtate of health—thax = 
he had not gat rid of the diſorder which. 
he brought from Eton with him=—thar . 
he had made ſuch uſe of mercury, that he 


Was at bat e nothing e elſe i 


LY 


1 


and corruption, and that he had a violent 


ſwelling in his groin, which they were 


then endeavouring to bring to a head; 
but he was ſo obſtinate, that, though he 
was able to undergo a cure, they were 
very much afraid he would ſuffer it to get 


Into his'blood, which might be attended. 


with bad conſequences. The evidence 
ſtated, that, upon hearing this deſcrip- 

tion, he obſerved to Capt. Donellan, Why 
if this be the cafe, f fancy his life 1s 
hardly worth two years purchaſe. Upon 
which the Captain replied, it is not worth 


one. He aſked the priſoner, what advice 


Sir Theodoſius had taken ;—the priſoner 
replied that Powell had made it up ; but 


that it was preſcribed by Mr. Carr, of 


Northampton, when Sir Theodoſius was 
at Mr, Jones's. He himſelf he ſaid had 
helped Sir Theodofins to a medicinal 
book, which he called the Family Phyfi- 
cian. The witneſs being now aſked, how 


Sir Theodoſius looked under all this ac- 


cumulation of diſorder ; ſaid, that fo far 
is a man could judge from appearance, 
Sir Theodoſius ſeemed in very good 
„ 5 „ 
Mr. William Carr, a Surgeon of Nor- 
thampton, was next called. He ſaid he 

attended Sir Theodoſius Boughton at 

Mr. Jones's— that he was by no means in 


the ſtate in which the priſoner had de- 
ſcribed him to Mr. Newſom—that he had 


had a ſmall excreſcence, or wart, in the 
lands; but ſo very ſlight in its degree, 
vat he could hardly be ſaid to have had 
any diſorder about him at all. The little he 
had was perfectly removed before he left 
him. All the phyſic he adminiſtered was 
a gente lots ks 


Dr. Ratrery, Phyfictan of Coventry, 
e depoſed, that on the 


tyas next ſworn, He | 
Ach of September he received an anony- 
mos note, requeſting him and Dr. Wil- 


* 


mot (on whom he took to be meant his 
neighbour Mr. Wilmer) to attend at 
Lawford-Hall to open the body of Sir 
Theodoſius Boughton. This note con- 
tained no motives which had induced the 


family to take this ſtep Mr. Wilmer 


and he went together the day afterwards. 
They ſaw the priſoner in the hall; who 


aſked them if they had ſecn Sir William 


Wheeler, whom he ſaid he expected to 
ſee. there. He told them he had received 
a letter from Sir William, which he would 
ſhew them. He accordingly looked for 
it, =nd pulled the cover out of his pocket 
without the letter. He afterwards, how - 
ever, ſhewedithem a letter from Sir Wil- 


liam, which was the ſecond letter that 


had been ſent by Sir William, and only 


mentioned the opening the body. indi- 
rectly, without entering into adeſcription 


of his reaſons for wiſhing that operation 


to be performed, which he had deen. 
ſo that 


his firſt letter to Capt. Donellan; 
they were left entirely in the dark; as to 
the true motive for undertaking the by - 
ſineſs.—After they had ſeen the body of 


Sir Theodoſius, which appeared to then! 


in a ſtate of high putrefaction, tkzey ob- 


ſerved to Capt. Donellan, that if there 


was no reaſon for proceeding to this 
operation, but merely to give ſatisfattion 
to the family, they thought it would not 


be worth while to undertake ſo dangerous 


a buſineſs from ſuch a cauſe, Capt. Do- 


nellan then told them, that it was for no 
other reaſon in the world, but to ſatisfſy 
the family, that any wiſh was entertained 


to open the body, although at this time 
Capt. Donellan had received a letter from 


Sir William Wheeler, explaining, that 
his motive for wiſhing the body te be 
opened was to remove a fuſpicion Which 


had begun to ſpread in the world, that 
Sir Theodoſius had been poiſoned. 
Dr. Rattery 
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the noſe. 


doſius's death. 
as are deſcribed above, were now pre- 


( 12. 


Dr. Rattery further depoſed, that he 
and Mr. Wilmer went again, on applica- 
tion to that purpoſe from Sir William 
Wheeler, on the gth of September. This 
was three days after the body had 
been depoſited in the vault; they 
there met Mr. Bucknell, Mr. Powel, and 


Mr. Snow, in the church-yard, to aſſiſt 


them in the operation. The body was 
taken ont of the vault, and exhibited the 
following appearances : It appeared diſ- 
tended, the face of a round figure, the 
lips fwelled and retracted, and ſhewing 
the jaws, the tecth black, and the tongue 
protruded, with its apex turned towards 


wards, and the body appeared in ſeveral 
parts ſpotted ; the fat ſeemed to be in a 


diflolving fate, and looked like water. 


In the cavity of the lower belly, the viſ- 
cera and ſtomach aſumed the appearance 
of inflammation, not that he the witneſs 


beligved it to be in fact an inflammation; 
but that they aſfumed only the ſame exte- 


rior aſpect, which inflammations generally 
produce. The heart appeared in its na- 
tural ſtate, the lungs were red and black 
and ſpotted on the back part, the blood 
was deep red or purple, the diaphragm 
was in the ſame ſtate, and ſo in general 
were the lower parts of the body, the 
Kidnies were tender, and the liver black 
and ſmall; from all which appearances, 
he was of opinion, that the deceaſed had 


died of poiſon. Being aſked: whether or 
no he believed the draught adminiſtered 


by Lady Boughton to have contained that 


poiſon: he replied he did; and was 


clearly of opinion, that that draught had 
been the immediate cauſe of Sir Theo- 
'The two bottles filled, 


ſented to the witneſs: he ſaid the one 
was perfectly innocent, and the other 


_ inſtances to the court. 


The blackneſs went down- 


highly obnoxious, as he knew it to con- 
tain laurel-water, which was the moſt 
fatal and expeditious. of all poiſons.—. 
Being interrogated as to his knowledge 
of the effects of laurel-water, he ſaid he 
derived his knowledge from repeated ex- 
periments, of which he gave the following 
His firſt experi- 
ment, he ſaid, was upon a dog. He held 
it between his legs, and gave it two 
ounces : it died in leſs than a minute 
without one convulſion, unleſs a tremu- 
lous motion of the under jaw might be 
ſo called. He afterwards tried it upon 
an aged mare, to which he. gave a pint 
and 2 half. She fell inſtantly, and con-. 
tinued in manifeſt convulſions for fifteen. 
minutes, and then expired: ſhe tried to 
riſe, during this interval, but could not 
effect it, otherwiſe then by juſt raiſing her 
fore - feet like a dog; from which he in- 
ferred that the poi ſon had deprived her of 
the power of her hind legs. He repeated 


his experiment upon a horſe; he pave it 


two hornfuls, which might be about a 
pint and a half; the horſe fell immedi- 
ately on having received the firſt hornful; 
he made an attempt, however, to get up; 
as he was riſing he adminiſtered his ſecond 


hornful, which knocked the poor animal 


flat down, and in twenty-eight minutes 
afterwards it expired. The effect of this 
poiſon he ſaid appears to be different from 
that of almoſt all others; it does not ſeem 

to impede the circulation and ſo to pro- 

duce death; but appears to drive the 
blood entirely from 5 center to the ex- 
terior parts or extremities, and by that 


means leaves too little for conducting the 


important and vital parts of the animal 


machine. He was aſked ifhe thought thera 
was a ſufficient quantity of this poiſon in 


the phial, that had been ſhewn to him, 
to kill a man, He replied, there ce, 


6 


 Crefs Examination by Mr. Neaunbam. 

The witneſs was aſked if he had ever 
| attended a diſſection of a body ſuppoſed 
to be poiſoned ? he anſwered in the ne- 


gative, but at the ſame time he thought 


himſelf authoriſed to argue from analogy 
and the eſfects deſcribed to have taken 
place in Sir Theodoſius Boughton very 
much reſembled thoſe which he had per- 
ſonally ſeen about poiſoned animals. 

Qi Had not the putre faction encreaſed 
very much from the 4th to the gth, which 
was the interval that took place between 


the two different times of viewing the 
body? 


5 1 It had encreaſed, but not ſo much 


as might have been expected. 
| "a Did you examine the bowels 85 the 
3s 7 
A. No; they were too i and 
he does not conceive that to have been 
necellary for confirming his opinion. 
Q. Had he not been formerly of opi- 


| nion that arſenick was the cauſe of Sir | 


Theodoſius Boughton's death?) 
A. He had, but had changed his ſen- 


timents r maturer conſideration, and 


| better i in ormatiqn. 


Q. Was it not equally probable that 


be might be miſtaken in this ſecond opi- 


748 nion as in the firſt? 


A. Every man was liable to error ; 


bur. he had always believed the body 


poiſoned, and had only miſtaken the 
ſpecies. of that poiſon. He was now 
howeyer, convinced, for there was ſome 
water in the ſtomach of the ſubject whom 
they diſſected, which he taſted, and in 
pungency, ſmell, and other peculiarities, 
it exactly reſembled what he had ever 
ſince found to attend laurel water. 

Qi. Might not an apoplexy or an epi- 
lepſy be attended with the ſame appear- 
ances that were exhibited in the death, 


and in the body of Sir Theodoſius Boughs 


ton? 


A. In his opinion not, an apoplexy 
not producing ſuch violent heavings in 


the thorax; and in the other, which 


implied the annihilation of ſenſible mo- 


tion, and a conſequent defect of reſpi- 


ration, he could not conſider frothing at 
the mouth as a characteriſtic ſymptom. 
Queſtion by the Counſel for the Crown. 
If the priſoner had given you any intima- 
tion that a ſuſpicion of poĩſon had exiſted, 
would you or would you not have inſiſted 


upon opening the body ? 


A. 1 certainly, if I had heard of ſuch 
a ſuſpicion, would at all riſques, 1 
proceeded to a diſſection. 


Mr. Bradford Wilmer, Surgeon, in 


Coventry, corroborated the facts atteſted 


by Dr. Ratteray, and alſo gave it as his 


decided opinion, that Sir Theodoſius 


N e had died of poiſon, and that 
the draught adminiſtered by Lady Bough- 
ton in the morning, e that Pol | 


ſon. 


Dr. Aſh, phyſician in Birmingham, 
concurred in the ſame ſentiments as to 


the cauſe of the death of the deceaſed, 
and ſaid that he knew of no medicine, 
properly ſo called, that could have been 
accompanied with the effects deſcnbed in 
the caſe in queſtion, and poiſon there- 


fore muſt have been the cauſe of them. 
Dr. Parſons, Profeſſor of Anatomy in 


Oxford, alſo gave his decided teſtimony, 
as to the immediate cauſe of the death 


of the deceaſed, and concurred with his 


learned drother in the opinion that no 


medicine could have produced ſuch ef- 
fects, and that no other diſorder, neither 
apoplexy nor epilepſy could, with all 
their concomitant cireumſtances taken 
together, produce an appearance at all 


like that which was e to have 


taken 
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taken place on the death of Sir Theodo- 
fius Boughton. 5 „ 
Mrxr. Bucknell, Surgeon, was next ex- 
amined, who depoſed, that when he 


heard that Dr. Rattery and Mr. Wilmer 


Had declined opening the body of Sir 


*'Theodoſivs Boughton, he, from no con- 


fidence in his ſuperior talents, but only 


as, being willing to venture greater 


lengths than thoſe gentlemen, took a 
reſolution to do it himſelf, and went to 
Lawford-Hall accordingly. He there 


 faw the priſoner, whom he informed of 


the nature of his errand. The priſoner 


Þ told him that both Mr. Ratteray and Mr. 
— Wilmer had already been there, and 


& ere perfectly ſatisfied, and that as they 
had declined: proceeding, he did not 
think it would be proper that any 
other perſon ſhould. The witneſs on 
this intimation, left Lawford-Hall, but 
in - conſequence of directions received 
from Sir William Wheeler, returned on 


he: day that Sir Theodoſius was buried. 


He informed the priſoner of his meſſage 


_ From Sir William. The priſoner told 
him Mr. Snow had been there, and was 
gone, bat would return preſently. He 


aſked Mr. Bucknell to return. He did 
return in the ſpace of an hour, but was 
told by the prifoner that he could do 
nothing without Sir William Wheeler's 
directions; that he had received a letter 
from him that day, and being obliged to 
abide by the contents of it, he could ſay 
nothing farther to him, (Mr. Bucknell) 
But that he had already carried Sir Wil- 


Aam's orders into execution, and was 
 _ forry that Mr. Bucknell had given him- 
ſelf fo much unneceſſary trouble. Mr. 


Bucknell went away of courſe. 


1 


illiam Froſt, coachman to Lady 


Boughton, depoſed, that on. the morn- 
bh 3 Sir Theodaſius died, the priſoner 


( ©}. 


ſent for him into the parlour, and afked 
him, which gate he the priſoner went 
out at that morning. Upon his replying, 
at the iron gate, Sir? then ſaid the pri- 
ſoner, you will be a clear evidence for 
OS Tot (Sr PO Tie” 1. be, 
Samuel Froft ſwore, that he ſaw Sir 
Theodoſius at {ix o'clock in the morning 
of his death, and that upon his aſking 
him for a fiſhing net, which they intend- 
ed to uſe, that Sir Theodoſius jumped 
out of his bed, and gave the witneſs the 
net, and went to bed again in the preat- 
eſt apparent health and ſpirits. ? 
Mary Lynes was ſome time agoa fe. vant 
to Mrs: Donellen—ſhe knew the Cap ain 
to have kept a ſtill in the room, and to 
have diſtilled roſes, lavender, &c. 15 
Francis Amos, gardener, was fiſhing with 
Sir Theodoſius the afterncon before his 
death, and ſwears that Sir Theodoſi us 
ſo far from getting wet in the feet in the 
courſe of that diverſion, was almoſt the 
whole time on horſeback, and had his 
boots on. He never touched the water, 
and could not be wet in his feet. On 
the morning of Sir Theodoſius's death, 
the priſoner ſpoke to the witneſs about 
the ſituation in which Sir Theodofius was, 
and bid kim get ſome pigeons for him, 
as he was extremely ill indeed with thae 
damned diſerder the pox, and he was 
afraid it Would be the death of him 


Soon after the witneſs received th +ordex, 


Lady Boughton and Mrs, Donel an came 
out of the houſe wringing their hands, 
and-faid it was too late for pigeons, - 


any thing elſe, for that Sir Theodokur: 


was dead. A ſhort time after this, the 
prifoner gave the witneſs a ſtill to elean, 
which was full of lime forthe purpoſe of 
killing fleas, with which he was infeſted. 
He went on to ſay to the witneſs ,m—_ 
New Gardener, you- ſhall live at your 


— 


( 15) 


eaſe, —I wanted to be maſter before, I 
am maſter now, and ſhall be maſter 


it ſhall not be as it has been with you in 


Sir Theodoſius's time—you ſhall live at 
your eaſe now.“ N 


William Crofts; one of the jurymen 


on the inqueſt was called to corroborate 
the fact of Donellan having pulled Lady B. 
by the ſleeve, on the mention of his hav- 
ing rinced the phial. , 

John Derbyſkire, priſoner for debt in 
Warwick gaol was next ſworn. - 
depoſed that the priſoner and he lived in 
one room for five weeks, & that they had 
very frequent converſations upon the 
ſubject ef Sir Theodoſius's death. He 


atſſced the priſoner whether or not hereally 


believed that Sir Theodoſius was poiſon'd? 
O, yes, replied the priſoner, to be ſure, 
there cannot be a doubt of it. By whom 
then aſked the witneſs, do you ſuppoſe it 
to have been done? Why ſaid. the priſoner, 
It lies among them. The witneſs aſked, 
what he meant by among them; whom 
did he mean ? why, he faid, he meant 


Lady Boughton, himſelf, (meaning Sir 
Theodoſius) the apothecary, or his ſer- 
vants. The witneſs then added, he could 


not take that to be the caſe, for it was 


not atl ikely that ſo young a man as Sir 
Theodoſius ſhould kill ring it was 
a Lady B. 


not probable to ſuppoſe 
would do it, for that Pet unnatural, 


— beſides that ſhe could gain nothing 


y it. It was not reaſonable to ſuppaſe 


chat the apothecary would do it, becauſe 
he would loſe a patient,. and as for the 


ſervant, he woyld loſe a maſter, and 


therefore, none of them could derive - 
any advantage from it, This witneſs 


farther ſaid, that the priſoner at ſome- 


times denied that Sir Theodoſius had been 
Faiſoned, 21d changed his opinion upon | 


ths {ibject very frequently, © 


Sir Wm. Wheeler was next examinea, 


and produced ſeveral letters which had 


paſſed between him and the priſoner, re- 


ſpecting the ſubject of opening the body, 
from the whole tenor of which it appeared, 
that the priſoner uſed every effort to pre- 
vent this operation from being carrie 
into execution, at the ſame time that he 
thought it neceſſary to diſcover ſome fair 

appearance of compliance, and mere 
verbal acquieſcence. 


He 


The evidence for che proſecution an 


here, and the priſoner was then called 


upon for his defence. He preſented a 


written paper, which was read by the 
Clerk of the Court, and contained in 
ſubſtance nearly as follows: That 


c 
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many falſe and injurious reports had 
been circulated concerning him in the 


various newſpapers in town and countr Ys 


equally injurious to his honour, and 
dangerous: to his ſafety, and that he 
had moſt undeſervedly, laboured under 
a load of prejudice, which no man he 
believed before him had ever ſuſtained, 
or had at leaſt been tried under. He, 
hoped, however, that the integrity and 


juſtice of the Judge and Jury would 


interpoſe to relieve him from the effects 


of thoſe unprovoked aſperſions, and: 


that he ſhould receive from their hands 


that juſtification which he was conſcious: 


he had the moſt indiſputable. right to. 
When he firſt married into the family 


of the Boughton's, he did it on the 


moſt liberal principles, and in the moſt 
. generous manner in the world; for he 


bound himſelf under reſtrictions to his 
wife,: that he could not receive even @ 


life enjoyment in any eſtate of hers, 


either actual or in expeQancy ; what | 
inducement therefore could he have for 


the perpetration of ſo cruel and horrid » 
* a Ceed when no advantage could be 


„derived 


© derived to himſelf from it, by interfering | 


c to reconcile- his differences and keep 
© him out of danger. This was not the 


conduct of a perſon who wiſhed to de- 


© prive another of his life,” _ | 

Ehe priſoner proceeded to ſtate ſome 
Inſtances of his amicable inter poſition, & 
afterwards went into a deſcription of his 
conduct with reſpect to his ſuppoſed un- 
willingneſs for ſuffering the diſſection of 
the body; but as the defence in this part 


of it was compoſed of unproved aſſer- 


tions, and a liberal adduction of facts, 
totally unſupported by teftimony, they 
neither availed the unhappy culprit in 
the Court, nor would prove at all in- 
tereſting in this relation. | 


He concluded with expreſſing a firm 
aſſurance of innocence, and a ſanguine 
hope that his character would be ſhewn 


in its proper light by the deciſion of that 


day,and prove his innocence tothe world, 
_ prejudiced as at this time it undoubtedly 
t 
Witneſſes were now called on the part 

of the defendant. The firſt witneſs was 


Andrew Miller, poſt-maſter cf Rugby, 
and keeps the Bear-Inn-Aſſembly there. 


He remembered a quarrel to have taken 
Place between Sir Theodofius Boughton 


i6 0 
the body as deſcribed by the various gen- 


tlemen of the faculty proved nothing, 
for that all thoſe deſcribed ſymptoms 


are the uſualconcomitants of putrefaction, 
and have no neceſſary tendency to de- 


monſtrate the deceaſed to have died of 


poiſon. If he had died of an apoplexy, 


the ſymptoms might have been? exactly 


ſimilar, of an epilepſy, or of any her 
diforder which produces” inſtantaneous 
death, when the perſon was in, previous 


health. | | 


This able anatomiſt, after having by 
plain and ſimple reaſoning conſiderably 
weakened, if not ſubverted, the elaborate 
doctrines of his more technical brethren, 


was now ſolemnly appealedto by the judge 


to anſwer this queſtion, Whether he 
would take upon him to pronounce it as 
his opinion, that the deceaſed had actually 
died through ſome other means than 
poiſon. Mr. Hunter, with a very laud- 
able caution replied, to this home · put 
interrogatory, that he could pronounce 
nothing with certainty or deciſion. 
Natural cauſes might have produced 
the appearances which had been deſcrib- 
ed. Poiſon might be the ſame thing. 


It was there fore utterly out of his power 
to give a decided opinion from which 


anda Mr. Wildbow, on the iſt of june, of the twqpoſſible ſources the deſcribed 
1778. The priſoner was ſent for, and appearance yp" ate!!! 
Added in ſuch a manner, as in the opinion The evidenc on both ſides being now- 
of the witneſs had a tendency to prevent concluded, the Judge entered upon his x 
fighting, or further altercation. charge. He began with obſerving, that 
Mr. Loggie, Attorney, was next called, the Priſoner had mentioned in the outſet 
and proved a quarrel to have happen d be- of his defence, that various miſrepreſent- 
tween the Rey, Mr. Chartres and the de- ations had been diffuſed concerning him 
ceaſed, which was brought to a pacific thro' the medium of the public prints. 
ending by the interference of the pri- If this had actually been the caſe, which | 
Z 2 however ſo far as his'perſonal knowledge 
Mr. John Hunter, the celebrated ana- went, he was perfeRtly = ſtranger to, it 
domiſt, was next called, and depoſed was beyond all-doubtexceedingly wrong. 
#hat in his Judgment the appearances of A man ought always to be held innacent 
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till the contrary was proved, and nothing 
could be fo injurious in itſelf nor have fo 
ſtrong a tendency to prevent the fair and 
even courſe of juſtice, as ſuch liberties 
with the character of a culprit, pending 
his commitment for a regular deciſion 
upon his conduct by the laws of his 
country. — He | hoped however, that the 
minds of the jury were totally diveſted 
from all prejudices ariſing from ſuch 
fources; and that they would determine 


upon this ſubject with as much imparti- 


ality and juſtice, as if they had not been 

_-2mpreſſed with one circumſtance of it 
previous to their entering into that 
court. ts 


His Lordſhip now went into a re capi. 


'tulatian-of the evidence, which he read 
Kom his notes, to the purpoſe repeated 
above. He then proceeded to ſay— This 
3s the evidence which has been given 


17. 
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point, you have had the alliſtance of 


ſeveral gentlemen learned in the medical 


profeſſion ; and for the ſecond you muſt 


deduce your opinion from alt the circum- 


ſtances of the caſe, As to the firſt part, 


the matter ſtands exactly in this fituation. 


You have heard the clear, united, and 


decided teſti mony of Dr. Rattary, Dr. 


Parſons, and Mr. Wilmer, that poiſon 


was the cauſe of his death; & for the con · 


trary opinion, you have nothing more 


than the bare doubt of one ſingle indi- 


vidual, Mr. Hunter, This laſt gentle- 
man is above all doubt exceedingly able 
in his profeſſion, and you muſt all have 


Heard of him as ſuch. But you have no 


fitive opinion from him, and all that 
is Oppoſed to the complete decifion of the 


other gentlemen of the faculty, is, an 


undecifive declaration, that poiſon might, 


or might not produce the effed in queſ- 
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en this . occaſion, as well on the part of 


of tion. The circumſtances, however, from 
* i -the proſecutor. as on the part of the which T have informed yOu, you areto col- 1 
Peiſoner at the bar; 1 ſhould think how- lect your idea of the perpretator, Will 9 


ever, in fo voluminous a teſtimony I had 
not execnted my duty, nor done that 
ee my ſituation demands of me, 
it 1 leſe ahis buſineſs here without mak 
Ang any attempt te refreſh your recollec- 
Hon, or to aſſiſt you in ſeletting the points 
Sf moſt importance and cogency. After 
I have done this, however, I ſhall ſtill 

2 leave you to your own. determination up- 
XY ont he ſubjectꝭ, and without wiſhing to 
Zuide you in any reſpect 9 to your 
on ſentiments, inform you only. of the 
tenor of my own opinion and of the 
Ampreſſion Whieh the different parts of the 


alſo affiſt you in determining upon the 
other facts. 8 
The firſt circumſtance that ſtrikes me 
upon this occaſion is this, the various 
repreſentations, which it has been proved 
to you, the priſoner has made of the flate 
of health of the deceaſed ſome little time 
Preceeding his death. He repeatedly men- 
tioned his being in 2 bad way, and that f 
his body was but one maſs of mercu 7 
and corruption. — Was this the caſe 
What does the evidence ſay which has 


. 


been delivered to you? You are in- 


formed by Meſſrs. Carr and Powell, who 
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 evideace has made upon my mind. were the perſons immediately employed 
| | There are two things in this. eaſe ne- in the inſphction of his perſon, and the 
 _ ceffary for your conſideration firſt, whe- adminiſtering to his health, that his ail- 
thay the y was porſoned at all; and ments were of ſo ſlight a Kind, 45 e 
adly, by whom it was poiſoned. Fer hardly deſerved the name of a diſorder, 
forming yout:judgment as do the firſt 2nd hit that retten Welling Aan N 
: 8 | y 2 3 
5 


— N ot 3 ——— Lat. N . R Rr Bo n 
; my Oe > oe oe ab , 4 Fad : 
F * + d £ * ” N — — g * 
= Mp = 


mr mr er my —U 3 r 
CY 
» 


K - — — —— 
— — ———— — rk 2 - PIR — £ 
— , — a — . — — — C — . 'T „„ * - 
- - — * * ” — n OS W * N K 
= _ e PFF SER ated ono : WY * 
1 


— 0 
by 


the priſoner ſpeaks of as likely to prove 


hazardous to the life of Sir Theodoſius, 


was nothing more than a trifling tumour, 


which hardly roſe above the exterior ſur- 
faze of the body. For what purpoſe 
then was this falſehood told ; for a falſe- 


' hood it ſeems to be? That is the next 


conſideration, and an important one it is. 
Can you find any reaſon for it? I am 
afraid there is hardly any good cauſe for 
it; there is this poſſible one, that the 


priſoner might be preparing for the per- 


petration of a wicked purpoſe, and by 


previous repreſentations of the precarious 


health of the deceaſed, by endeavouring 
to pet that aſcribed to natural means 
which was intended to be the effect of 
ſome ſiniſter operation. If any better 


motive ſuggeſts itſelf to you, 1 beg you to 
_ adopt it. It is my duty to explain my own 


opinions; it is yours, after all, to judge 


for yourſelves. The next particular cir- 


cumſtance that preſented itſelf on the 


courſe of the evidence is, that the pri- 


ſoner on the evening preceeding the day 


of Sir Theodofius's death, came into the 


garden, and told Lady Boughton and 


Mrs. Donellan, ** that he had been ſee- 
ing Theodoſius fiſh, and had been per- 


ſuading him to return home left he ſhould 


Cech cold. 


Was this a fact? By no means. Fran. 
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Amos who attended Sir Theodoſius dur- 
ing this diverſion, has informed you that 


the priſoner was never preſent during the 
whole of the time, and that Sir Theodo- 


ſius was in no chance of catching cold, 
for he was on horſe-back, hi his boots 


on, and did not touch the river. Why 
was this ſecond falfehood told? Are theſe 


voluntary deviations from truth to be aſ- 


cribed to any good cauſe ? I very much fear 


they are not, and indeed can but perceive 
one poſſible method ofaccounting for them, 
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and that is to impute to that fatality, whick 
tov frequently is the attendant upon guilt. 

If theſe inſtances of the priſoner's con- 
duct are not to be accounted for on any 
ſuggeſtion of propriety or probable inno- 


cence, what ſhall we ſay to his further 


behaviour on attending Lady Boughton 
to the room of Sir Theodoſius on the 
morning of his death? Vou are told that, 
on his entering the room, although Lady 
Boughton had previouſly informed him 
that the contents of the bottle were ſtrong 
enough in her belief to have poiſoned a 


dog, yet that this ſuggeſtion did not ope- 


rate upon the priſoner, as it would upon 


another individual, and induce him to 
preſerve the bottles for the inſpection of 
the faculty, but on the contrary be ſeized 


one of” them, and immediately poured: ſome 
evnrer into it, and then emptied it into a 
ba ſon of dirty water.—W hat! when there 


was 2 previous information given him, 


that the contents were poiſon, to do 
this? To preclude the poſlibility of diſ- 


covering, When the neceſſity for it was 


ſuggeſted to him? Was this a conduct 
reconcileable to any juſtiteble conſtruc- 


tion? Was this the behaviour! of inno- 
cence ? But how did he proceed after- 
wards: Inſtead of making a reply to Lady 
Boughton, when, ſhe.remonftrated/ with 
him on the impropriety of his conduct, 


he immediately ſnatched the other bottle; 
and waſhed it alſo, Being-at laſt preſſed 


by her repeated and more cogent appli. 


cations to him, to aſſign ſome reaſons. for 


his conduct; what was the nature of that 


reaſon, it was this he did it to taſte it. 
But had he taſted. the firſt bottle? Lady 


Boughton has aid poſkively he did nor. 
If ihat then had been his true reaſon; 


would it not have appeared at firſt ? Was 
the thing done, and the object of doing 
it neglected. He waſhed the firſt for the 


|. purpoſe 
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purpoſe of taſting it that was the ſole 
reaſon for ſo doing, and yet he did not 


taſte it. Upon coming afterwards into 
the parlour; what was f 

he informed his. wife, that Lady 
Boughton had been pleaſed to take no- 
tice of his waſhing the bottles, and if it 
had not come into his head to have ſaid 
that he only did it to taſte it, he did not 
know what he ſhould have done. It ap- 


pears, then; that this aſſigned motive of 


taſting the contents, was a mere after- 
thought. He waſhed the bottles firſt, 


and then thought of the reaſon which 


he ſuggeſted as the motive for it. The 
priſoner then by one of thoſe involuntary 


caſaalties which the guilty can ſeldom 


avoid, has himſelf given the lie to the 


| pretended cauſe of this extraordinary be- 


haviour. Is it a wonder that the priſoner 


was at a loſs to. find a reaſon for ſuch a 
proceeding as waſhing, theſe bottles? 1 
think-not.—— I can have no idea of any 
ingenuity ſufficient to produce one honeſt 
odr innocent motive for. ſuch a conduct. 


Soon after this, it has been proved to 
you, Lady Boughton, the priſoner, and 


his wife, being then in the parlour, the 


praſones rung the bell, and the coach- 


man coming in, he addreſſed himſelf in 


this manner ;— ** William, don't you 


remember my going out this morning 
through the iron-gate? I have not been 
at the other ſide of the houſe to-day. 


Yes, fir, ſays William, I do remember it. 


'Then, ſaid the priſoner, you, William, 
will be a clear evidence for me. Is it 

the natural conduct of an innocent man 
to go in ſearch of à vindication when 
no charge is made againſt him? But, 


without any accuſation, or any appear- 
ance of it, the priſoner ſet voluntarily 


about preparing a defence, and antici- 


pates: proofs of innocence be fore any im- 


is conduct then: 


putation of guilt. Some day ſubſequent 


to this, the priſoner was preſent with 


Lady Boughton before a coroner's inqueſt 
held on the body of Sir Theodoſ.us 
Boughton— What was his conduct on 
that occaſion? When Lady Boughton 
attempted. to mention the circumſtance 
of his having rinced the bottles, he pulled 
her by the arm, and endeavoured to ſtop 
her. Why did he do this? Is it to be 
accounted for? I think on no other prin- 
cipal than this : That it was one of thoſe 
unvoluntary ebullitions of conſcious guilt 
which the guiity cannot ſuppreſs, and 
which, with all their fineſſe and premedi- 
tation, they are unable to guard againſt. 
When he returned home with Lady 
Boughton, the priſoner ſaid to his wiſe, 
that ſhe, Lady B. had been very forward 
in mentioning the circumſtance. con- 
cerning the waſhing of the bottles, which 
ſhe had not occaſion to do; for all that 
was neceſſary for her was to anſwer ſuch 
queſtions as were put to her, and no more: 
What! anſwer no more queſtions. than 
were put to her? Was ſhe not to tell the 


whole truth ? If he was innocent, how 


could the truth affect him? What need 
he care what queſtions were put, or what 

anſwers returned if he was no wax in- 
volved in the conſequences. The next 
circumſtance that ariſes is, the priſoner 
having ordered the maid of the houſe to 
take away Sir Theodoſius's ſtockings 
almoſt at the moment of his deceaſe, for 
they were wet, Lady Boughton has 
proved to you that they were not wet, 


and that they had not the appearance of 


having been ſo, This is therefore another 
falſhood. The priſoner, in a lettEr ad- 


dreſſed to the coroner and his jury, ſays, 


that it was the eſtabliſhed rule and had 
been for months in Lady Boughton's 


family, to eat nothing out of the ſame 


a diſh 


would not have 


diſh with Sir Theodoſius. Lady Boughton 
ſwears that ſhe knew of no ſuch rule, 
but that they daily eat out of the ſame 
| diſh, and drank out of the ſame cu 
with him. This aſfertion is of ax, 
Rn.. 
The priſoner has repreſented to you in 
his defence, that he had always lived in 
the moſt perfect harmony and friendſhip 
wich the late Sir Theodoſius Boughton. 
Lady Boughton, on being interrogated as 
e thi 
they were always baggling. There is 
another circumſtance, which has been 
atteſted by Mary Lymes and Francis Amos, 
that deſerves to be noticed, though I do 
not conſider it as bearing all the weight 
in the ſcale of the general evidence that 
other circumſtantes have done; — that is, 
with reſpect to the ſtill which the priſo- 
ner is proved to have had in his poſſeſſion, 
and to have frequently employed. The 
_ gardener tells you, that he had gathered 
roſes, xc. for the priſoner for the pur- 
poſe of diſtilling, and informs you alſo, 
that there were laurel trees in the garden, 
This, however, carries nothing with it of 
any conſiderable validity, becauſe it is 
Poſſible and probable that a gentleman 
might have uſed this employment as an 
Honeſt exerciſe, and nothing of a crimi- 
nal tendency is ſo far to be inferred from 
it. But even this incident is made to 
wear an aſpeRt of criminality from the 
ſubſequent conduct of the priſoner with 
re to it. He brings this ſtill to the 


Faidener, filled with wer lime, and deſires 

Aim to clean it. Why had ĩt been filled? 
—he tells you for the purpoſe of killing 
fleas—but it could not have been long 
_ uſed for that purpoſe, or elſe the contents 
n wet, and was to be 
no longer ſo employed. It is fipgular, 


is fact, informed you, that they did 
not live in harmony, nor friendſhip, but 


nature of thifpriſoner's wiſhes 


and malicious fal ſehoods.— But previous 
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therefore, in the firſt inſtance, that this 
lime ſhould have been for fo ſhort a peri- 


od devoted to its medical purpoſes a- 

gainſt the fleas that infeſted him, admit- 

ting that it poſſeſſes any virtue of that 
kind at all, and it is very fingular, in the 


ſecond, that Mr. Donellan ſhould have 
conceived himſelf under any neceſſity of 
making an apology for his conduct to his 
ſervant, and entering into an unſolicited 
explanation of the-motives of his actions. 
The priſoner uſed ſome other expreſſions 
to this ſame witneſs, Francis Amos, that 
it is very difficulty to reconzile with any 
honeſt purpoſe—the words were theſe: 
«© Now, gardener, you ſhall live at you 
eaſe, LI wanted to be maſter before, Tam: 
maſter now, and ſhall be maſter—ir halt 
not be as it has been with you in Sir 
Theodoſius's time.” Here you have a 
voluntarily acknowledgment” of the true 
he wan- 
ted to be maſter his expreſſion 
would have ſufficiently explained to you 
the probable inducement under which he 
acted, if it had never been deſcribed to you 
by Lady Boughton, that Mrs. Donellan, 


the wife of the priſoner, was to ſucceed to 


the major part of the eſtate of Sir Theo- 
doſius, in caſe of his death. oo 
John Derbyſhire, who was confined i w 
Warwick goal along. with the priſoner, 
and who lived in terms of intimacy and 
familiar intercourſe with him, tells you, 
that the priſoner in the courſe of his im- 
priſonment, gave various and contradic- 
tory accounts of the death of the deceaſed 


and ofthe particularcauſes that e 


it. At one time he was poiſoned; at 
another time he was not poiſoned, Some 
times the guilt was imputed ta one perſon, 


and ſometimes to another; and his whole 


conduct was a ſeries of re pugnant relations 


to 


to his conñnement, the priſoner had been 
guilty of ſimilar equivocation and contra- 
dition. He ſometimes aſcribed the death 
of Sir Theodoſius to cold; another time 
to mercury; and another time to arſenick. 
What is to be collected from theſe ſtrange 
incompatible unmeaning falſehoods. If 
theſe kind of contradictory declarations 
prove nothing elfe, they at leaſt prove 
this; that there muſt have been ſiniſter 
intentions, in the author of them, for no 
man involves himſelf in ſyſtematic falſe- 
hood for nothing, 145 


Sir Wm. Wheeler, in his examination 


letters in evidence, which 1 ſhall read to 


mind againſt the priſoner, for you will 


perceive from the reading of them, that 
notwithitanding. the priſoner's repeated 


declarations that he cofgurred perfectly 
in the neceſſity of opening the body, yet 
that in fact he took every poſſible method 
to prevent it, and by a ſuppreſſion of the 


true motives for proceeding to that ope- 
ration, entirely ſuſpended the execution 


of that important purpoſe till it had been 
almoſt too late, to be attended with pro- 
2 per effect. The letters are as fol- 
bt, . ow: No. . I. 

4 OT, e Dear Sir, | 


od i 


IAM very ſorry to be the commu- 
- nicator.of Sir Theodofius's death to you, 


 * which happened this morning: he has 
deen for ſome time paſt under the care of 


Mr. Powell, of Rugby, for a ſimilar 
| © complaint to that which he had at Eaton. 


Lady Boughton and my wife are incon- 


ſolable; they join me in beſt reſpects to 
' Laly Wheeler, yourſelf, and Mr. and 


Mrs. Sitwell. We are much concerned 
to hear of their loſs. I am, dear Sir, &c. 


A 


1 Lonuferd-Hall, JOHN DONELLAN.” 
A411, 30, 1780. 


before yau, has produced the following 


you. The obſervations that ariſe from 
them operate moſt powerfully upon m 


- cauſe of his ſudden de 
that he was better 'in the morning of his 
death, and before he took the 
- he had been for many weeks, we 'that he was 
taken ill in leſs than half an hour, and died 


.”, . Sie  Lemington, Sept. 2, 1780, 
I RECEIVED the favour of your 18k 
ter the day after my return from Mr. Sit- 
welt's. The ſudden and very untimely death 


of my poor unfortunate ward gives me great 


concern; and we condole with Lady Bough s 
ton, Mrs. Donellan, and yourſelf, for his 
lofs. I fend a ſervant wit 


how Lady Boughton and Mrs. Donellan do, 


l after ſo ſudden and great a ſhock. Pleaſe to 


make our reſpetts to them; at a proper time, 
I thall make my reſpeAs to them and you iu 
petſon. I am, dear Sir, _ 
125 Your obedient humble ſervant. 
To 7, Donellan. WM. WHEELER,” 
/ in ne A ROT 017 
Hall, on III, "HE 
- emington, Sept. 4, 178". 
% Dear Sir, 2 1955 (6 178” 
„ SINCEI wrote to you laſt, I have been 
applied to as the 8 of the late Sir 
heodoſius Boughton, to enquire into the 
ath, and report ſays 


* 


hyſic, than 


in two hours after he had ſwallowed the 
phvlic. Suppoſing this to be true, there is 
great reaſon to believe that the phyſic was 


improper, and that it might be the cauſe of 


his death: as I find that I am very much 


blamed-for not making ſome enquiry into the 
affair, I thought it neceſſary to call upon 


Mr. Powell to give an account in what 
ſtate of health he found Sir T. Boughton 
when he fri attended him; what medicines 
he gave him, and particularly the doſe of 
phyſic that he took ihe morning of his death, 


and what ſtate he was in at the time of his 


death. I expect Mr. Powell here every 


moment; his character is at flake; ard I 
dare ſay it will be a great ſatisfaction to him 


to have the body opened, and though it is 
very late to do it now, yet it will appear 
from the ſtomach, Whether there is any thin 
corroſive in it. As a friend to you, I mu 

lay, that it will be i great ſatisfaction to me, 


lam 


this, to know 


R 
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l m ſure it muſt beſo to you, Lady Bough- 
mjp, and Mrs. Donellan. When J aſſure you 
ttttat it is reported all over the country, that 
he was killed either by medicine or by poiſon. 
The country will never be convinced to the 
contrary unleſs the body is opened, ard we 
Mall be all very much blamed: therefore 1 
muſt requeſt it of you and the family that the 
body may be immediately opened by Mr. 


Southam, in the preſence of Dr. Rattray, or 
any other Phyſician that you and the family 
think proper. Mr. Powell is now with me, 
and from his account. it does not appear that 
his medicines could be the cauſe of his death: 
he has not given him any mercury ſince June, 
and the phyſic that he took the morning of 
his death was compoſed of rhubarb and jal- 
lop, two very innocent drugs.—-Mr. Powell 
ſays it will be a, great ſatisfaction to him 

10 have the body opened, and for the above 
_xeatonsI hncerely wiſh it, as no reflection can 


it is done; and if it is not, we ſhall be much 
- blamed... I will only add, that this affur 
makes me very unhappy, as it muſt do you, 
Lady Boughton, and Mrs, Donellan. I be 
of you to lay this affair before Lady Bough- 
ton, in, as tender a manner as you can, and 
. to point out to Her the real neceſſity of com- 
plying with my requeſt, and to ſay that it is 
expected by the country, Iam, with reſpect 
nellan, __ Your ſincere friend and 
GE - obliged humble ſervant | 
WM. WHEELER.“ 
No. IV. 
,,, = 
4 GIVE me leave to expreſs the heart- 


x wife, and ſelf an opportunity of inſtantly 
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Powell gave them the meeting, and upon 
receipt of your laſt letter I gave it to them to 
| ky 1 and act as it directed. The four gen- 


en 
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Wilmot, of Conventry, or Mr. Snow, of 


be caſt upon me, Lady Boughton, or you, if 


to Lady Boughton, yourſelf, and Mrs. Don- 


* Felt ſatisfaQtion I enjoyed in the receipt of 
Sour letter, as it gave Lady Boughton, my 


_ obſerving your advice in all reſpects; I ſent - 


for Dr. Rattery and Dr. Wilmer, they 
brought another gentleman with them, Mr. 


_- rlemen proceeded accordingly; and I am bap- 


. 


py to inform you that they fully ſatisfied us, 


and I wiſh you. would hear from them the 
ſtate they found the body in, as it will be an 


additional ſatisfact:on to me that you ſhould 
hear the account from themſelves. Sir Theo. 
made a very free uſe of ointment, and other 
things to repel a large b. which he had in 
his groin. So he uſed to do at Eton, and 


Mr. Jones's, he told me often, I repeatedly 


adviſed him to conſult Dr. Rattray, or Mr. 


Carr, but as you know Sir Theodoſius, you 


will not wonder at his going his. own way, 
which he would not be put out of. I 
cannot help thinking but that Mr. Powell 


ated to the beſt of his judgment for Sir 


Theodoſius in this and the laſt caſe, which 
was but a ſhort time finiſhed before the latter 
appeared. Lady Boughton expreſſed her 
wiſhes to Sit Theodoſius that he would take 
proper advice for his complaints, but he 
treated her's as he did mine. She and my 


wife join in beſt, ke. 
Sil Sept. 1780. 


Der d Oy . 
In anſwer to your's which I this moment 


5 received, I now, as I did yeſterday in m 

letter, refer you and any one that pleaſes, 
for the particulars reſpecting the ſtate Meſſrs. 
Rattray, Wilmer, Powell and another gen- 


tle man, found Sir. Theodoſius's body in; 
they, agreeable to your direQtions were by 
themſelves upon that huſineſs, 1 4 Jwas 111 


hopes vou had feen them ſince I wrote to you: 
vellteday morning. Mr. Bucknill, of Rugby, 
called here afterwards,” and ſaid that he 
heard that we wanted to have the body opens 
ed, I told him we did, and that I wrote to 
the above gentlemen for that purpoſe, and 


that you had named them to us; and if you 


had named him we would have {int to him 


as we did to the other gentleigen. We 
fixed this day for the corple to be buried, as 


being the eighth day fince Sir 'Cheodoſivs 
died; and if the coffin had not becn ſoldere | 
by the plum! er, Crooke, from R ugby, Mr. 


Bucknill ſhould be welcome to inlpect th: 


body. The time fixed for "tht burial is 
three o' clock to-day; and if you pleaſe to order 
| KS - Pr we” 


. o 
2 


5 


it to be poſtponed until the ſtate of the body is 
made knovn to you by the people you ordered 


to come he :e, pleaſe to let me know it before. 
If we do not hear from you, we conclude 


vou have ſeen ſome of them, leſt you ſhould 


not, I will fend to Dr. Rattray to call upon 
vou directly, and bring with him my note to 
him to come here with Mr. Wilmer to open 


Sir Theodoſius. We are, dear Sir, your moſt 
humble ſervants, and in particular, | 


+. JOHN DONNELLAN.”. 


Quarter before one o'clock, 


7 Wedne aa 1 
| 2 F No. VI. 
„ RE en, Jr 
From the letter that I received from you 
yeſterday morning, I concluded thatithe bod 
of the late Sir T. Boughton had been oitacd, 
and 'that I ſhould have received an account 
from the faculty of the. ſtate they found it 
in. have not yet heard from them, but find 
that they thought it not ſafe to open it. I 


likewiſe find, that a young man of Rugby 


(Mr Bucknill) did attend, and offer to open 

the body, but it was not done. If Bucknill 
and Snow will do it, I by all means recom- 
mend it to you to let it be done, as it muſt be 
a ſatisfaction to you as well as myſelf, to have 
the cauſe of his ſudden death cleared up to 
the world. If there is any danger in opening 
the body, it is to themſelves, and not to the 
family, as the body may be taken into the 
open air. If I am not miſinformed, Mr. 
Bucknill, is or was vefy defirous to open the 
body. I am, with reſpeQts to x Bough- 
ton, Mrs. Donnellan, and yourſelf, 


Tour ſincere and obliged humble ſervant, 


IE, WILLIAM WHEELER.” 
Jemin gton, Aug, 6, 1780. . 
If Snow is from home, I do not ſee any 

impropriety in Bucknill's doing it, if he is 

willing. I will ſend Snow to Bucknill, that 

if Bucknill ſhould be gone to Lawtord, he 

nay follow him. L 25 „ 
o John Donnellan Ejq; 

- Lawford Hall. : | 

12 Doe l,, 


Sr Coventry, Sept. 6, Wedneſaay. 
| As ſom. as I am diſengaged from a mid- 
 - %fery caſe, which I am now attending, I 


Ay wk! att Lai tw at EY 
will go to Sir William Wheeler... Dr. Rat- 
tery is out of town, but if he returns befor. 
I can leave Coventry, Iwill communicate 
your wiſhes to him. © Compliments to Lady 


Boughton and Mrs. Donnellan. 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


e e Bo: WARE. 
| No. VII., 
«Dear. Sir, 5 


« expect many gentlemen at my houſe, 


this day, and J will communicate your wiſhes 
to Ear! Denbigh,&c. I ſhould be happy to ren- 
der any ſervice in this or any other affair to 
you, or any part of the family, and heartily 


wiſh the melancholy affair may terminate to - 


to the ſatisfaction of every one. I am, with 


beſt reſpe&s to Lady Boughton, and Mrs. 


Donnellan, in which my wife joins, 
Your obliged humble fervant,” _ - 
% BRERS: NEV SAN.” 


The following is a copy of the letter Sir 1 
Wheeler ſent to Mr. Donnellan, in an- 
ſwer to the letter Mr. Donnellan, ſent to 


him, acquainting him of his having ſent 

for Dr, Rattery, and Mr; Wilmer 16 

open Sir Theodoſius, and of the ready 

acquieſcene of the family to the fame. _ 
© Dear Sir, 


N o. IX. 


© HAVE this moment feceived the fa- 
vour of your letter, & I am very happy to hd 


that Lady Boughton, Mrs Donnellan, an! 


yourſelf approve of having the body opened. 
I ſhould with to ſhew Lady Boughton and 
every part of her family every reſpect that 
is in my power; but it would be very im- 
proper for me, or indeed any other perion, 


except the faculty, to attend upon this oc- 


caſion. One ſurgeon, a phyſician, and Mfc 
Powell ſhould attend as foon as poſfible. T 
hope that you underſtand that it is not to 'a-" 
tisky my curioſity but the public, that I wiſhed / 
to have this done, and to prevent the: world | 
ſrom blaming any of us, that had any thing 
to do with poor-01r Theodoſius. J am, With. 


great ſincerity. 


Your faithful humble ſervant, | 


WILLIAM VWOULEL.ER, | 


To Jokn Donnellan, Eq; 
 Lawford-Hall, _ TY 
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of performing the operation, the pee 


is motives whatever, 


of the evidence, and give it all the in- 


and have finiſhed the obſervations I had 


— — 7 2 — — — — —— ——— 
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The firſt of theſe letters, you fee, from 


Sir William Wheeler, contains a full de- 


ſcription of the cauſes that induced him 


to wiſh to have the body opened; but 


when Dr. Rattray and Mr. Wilmer ar- 
rived at La Hall, for the purpoſe 


did not ſhew them this letter ; but pro- 
duced another in which Sir William had 


done nothing more than expreſs his ſatiſ- 
Faction that the priſoner concurred with 


him in the expediency of opening 
the body, and entered into nomention of 
Would he haye 
done this, if he had wiſhed the body to 


| Have been opened? Certainly not. What 
| could be his motive for not wiſhing it to 


be opened? If he had been guiltleſs, 
nothing could have ariſen from that 


operation that could have affected him, 
Town, therefore, the prevarication of the 
priſoner, in this reſpect, makes a ſtrong 


im upon my mind; and, when 
united with other circumſtances, excites 
an opinion in me by no means favourable 
r 


The priſoner has ſtated in his Aae 


* 


That, from the nature of his marriage 


contract, he had nothing to expect from 


5 the deceaſe of Sir Theodoſius Boughton. 


This aſſertion goes to affect the induce- 
ment which he might have for his con- 


duct, and certainly merits conſideration. 


You will weigh it againſt the other parts 


F 


Auence it deſerves. The priſoner has 
related ſome circumſtances of his conduct 


with reſpect to a Mr. Snow, Theſe, how- 
ever, are altogether uneſtabliſhing by 
proof, and will not have much weight in 


your determination upon the ſubject. 


evidence upon t 


however, to your determination, 


and addreſſed him as follows : . 


to make upon it. You perceive that the 


whole proof upon this occaſion is what is 


called circumſtantial proof, I remind 
you, however, that in caſes. of murder, 


this is the only proof that can be in ge- 
neral obtained. No man performs this 


' horrid deed before witneſſes, nor in ſuch 
a ſituation as to admit the probability of 
ocular teſtimony, But independent of 


the praQticability of obtaining other evi- 


dence, circumſtantial proof is in its na- 
ture cf as concluſive and cogent a kind 


as any that can be adduced on a trial. 
For, it is poſſible that 4 man may atteſt 
facts from bad motives, and may be miſ- 
taken as to the latent cauſes that pro- 
duced them, but in a regular train of 
coneurring, circumſtances ariſing from 
the perſon accuſed himſelf, a ſucceſſion 
of incidents all tending to the ſame 
point, then it is hard to conceive the 
poſſibility of fabrication, or the proba- 
bitity of miſtake, I ſubmit the whole, 
I 
ſhould not have thought J had done my 
duty if I had not related my own impret- 
ſions, but having done t 
deciſion where it ou#ht;, Ad by law does 
reſide, in your breach; and have no 
doubt that your verdi&, whatever it may 


be, will be, honeſt, juſt, and impartial. 
The Jury withdrew after the charge 
was finiſhed, and having retired for about 


fix minutes, returned with their verdict, 
pronouncing the prifoner GUILTY 


of the charge with which he ſtood ac- 


cuſed. 


The Clerk of the Arraigns then aſked 
the priſoner what he had to ſay why 
ſentence of death ſhould not be paſſed 
te upon him? The priſoner be Pot 
I have now 5 through the whole 

is melancholy buſineſs, 


ec 1 
am not guilty, my Lord.“ HS 
The Judge'then arofe, put on his cap, 


t, I leave the 


Jonn 


Jon DorneLLAX, 


You now ſtand convicted, on the cleareſt 


evidence that cou!d be produced, of- the 
crime of murther, which of all crimes, 
next to thoſe againſt the State, the Go- 
vernment, or tne Conſtitution, is the 
moſt atrocious. Of all murthers, poi- 
ſoning is the moſt horrible; and, if there 
may be degrees allowed in that ſpecies of 
guilt, that of which you are now con- 
vided ſurpaſſes all others of the kind, 
that went before your's, as much as 
murther itſelf ſurpaſſes other crimes, 
The place, the manner, and the perſon 
on whom you committed this murther, 
greatly enhance your guilt. It was 
committed at a place where you had an 
opportunity of friendly intercourſe with 


the deceaſed, and was little expected to 


commit an act of ſo horrid a nature. But 
your ambition has made you commit 
what every honeſt mind muſt ſhudder at. 


Lou have cut off the riſing offspring of an 


ancient and reſpectable family. In the 
commiſſion of this cruel act, avarice ſeems 
to have been your motive, and hypocriſy 
your cloak. The greatneſs of his for- 
tune hes cauſed the greatneſs of your 
crime: You ſaw him likely to be in poſ- 


ſeſſion ſhorcly of an ample fortune, equal 


to ſupport the ancient dignity of his fa- 
mily. You ſaw that his death would put 
you into the enjoyment of that fortune, 


and therefore wickedly determined to ſa- 


cri fice the devoted youth, who ſtood be- 
tween you and your ambitious deſigns. 
The blackneſs of your crime 1s the 


deeper ſtill, from the conſideration that 


the unhappy youth ſtood in ſo near a re- 
jation to you, and that you took away his 


life under the treacherous maſk of friend- 


ſhip, and a pretended care of his health. 
The inſtrument too, which you made 


A choice of for this deteſted purpoſe, is an 


( 25) 


aggravation of your offence. It was not 
ſufficient to ſacrifice the life of the ſon, 


but you muſt pitch upon his unhappy 


mother to be the innocent inſtrument of 
your foul purpoſe. 1 | 

The act itſelf was not ſo ſuddenly 
thought of. It was deliberated long; 
and the longer the deliberation was, the 


greater was the offence, It was accom- 


panied with ſo many arts, and ſo much 


previous caution, that it ſeemed to defy 
detection; but from a fatality which ever 


attends actions of ſo black a dye, and 
which I truſt ever will attend all the ſe- 


cret Conga of murder. Circumſtances 


have ariſen that have brought to light the 
2 which you uſed ſo much art to eon- 
ceal. „„ e 
For in moſt caſes of murder, Heaven 
generally points out a door for conviction, 


which the murderer ſeems to think ſhut. 


In your caſe there ſeems to be a pecu- 
liar interference of Heaven, to bring the 
crime to light; for out of the very extra- 
ordinary pains which you took to conceal 
the offence, circumſtances have ariſen that 


are ſo ſingular in their nature, and ſo cor- 


reſpondent with each other, that they 


have indubitably marked you as the per- 


petrator of this murder, 

In a fact of fo ſecret a kind, circum- 
ſtantial evidence is the only evidence that 
can generally be expected; and, in your 


. caſe, circumſtances have appeared, than 


which, I will venture to ſay, no ſtronger 


have ever been known. They have per- 


fectly ſatisfied the jury of your guilt; and 
implicitly concur in opinion with them. 


Ja the detail of this evidence your letters 
to Sir William Wheeler are none of the 
weakeſt, They are full of the utmoſt de- 

ceit, and in them it appears molt clearly 


that you have endeavoured to prevent that 
reſpectable gentleman from engquiring into 
' | „ 
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tie cauſe of the deceaſed's death, and your 
finching out the bottles that nothing 
might be traced from them, appears to me 
as plain a proof of your guilt as poſſibility 
could produce,  _ | 

After yon have been convicted on fo 
clear an evidence, you cannot expect to 
meet with any thing but ſtric̃t juſtice here; 
but you will ſhortly appear before an awe- 
ful tribunal, where the ſecrets of all 
men's hearts are laid open. And how- 


Ever you might hope to elude the pene- 


tration of an earthly judge, that Almighty 
and all-knowing Judge, at whoſe bar 
en are next to render account of this un- 

ppy fact, is already acquainted, with 
the inmoſ devices of your heart. The 


education you have had muſt convince 


you of this tiuth, and that during the 
mort time you have now to live, a deep 


' contrition for your manifold ſins is the 


only means you have left to make your 


2 hereafcer, May the Almighty in 


tmoſt wiſdom pardon you! 
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But it is my duty to paſs the ſentence 


of the law upon you, which is, 


That you, JOHN DONNELLAN, Le 
taken to the place from whence you came, 
and that on Monday next you be carried from 
Priſen to the place of execution, there to be 
hanged by the neck till your body be dead— 
Which is then to be cut down and given to 
the Surgeons to be difſeted and anatomized. 


The jailor directly ſaid to the priſoner, 


turn to the judge, and beg your body off 


from diſſection; upon which the priſoner 
replied . It is perfectly indifferent 


to me what becomes of my body.“ 


The priſoner bore this ſolemn and fatal 
decree with an extraordinary fortitude, 
and did not, in any part of his conduct, 
during the trying ſituation of the day, 
diſplay appearances like either temerity 
or cowardice, but demeaned himſelf with 
a decent moderation that muſt have ex- 
cited univerſal ſympathy in any caſe leſe 


[eminently horrid than his own, 
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ain to take ſome 


Phyſeick, accordingly, a Draught being ſent for, the Captain foun 
to ſubſtitute a Vial, contaening a ſtrong water Diſtil'd from Lawrel( which is the ftrongeit_ 
of ali Poiſons) in its ſtead, and which the Mother of the Deceaſed, innocently givirg to 


her Son, he expierd in ſtrong Convations in half an hour after, the Baptain being appre- 


hended, and Tricd for the above Crime and was canvicted on the ſtrongeſt circumſtantial 


evedence, ard was order'd to be Executed and Anaſomiſed. What induced the aptain © 


\ 


to commit this Horrid Crime is ſuppoſed to be his being Proſeſed of a lare Eitate which 
would have come to his Wife and Frmily after his Brother in Law's Death, 


* The Behaviour and Execuiion of Captain Donnellan. 


Furt LY aftcr the Conviction of Cap, Donnellan, 2 Divine, acoompani ke. 


particular triend of the Priſoner,s, went to ſee Him, and to all appearance he was per- 


» 


fectly refigned to his unhippy Fate, It was urged to Him, that as the evidence had been 


| clear, a denial of the fact would be looked upon by the World as a mean Prevarication, and 


with with his laſt breath 
eeexpfreſſions, aggravated 


he anſwered, he could not help any man's conclufions ; he knew his own Heart, and would 
| | 


7 aſtoniſhment at this co,verſation, he added. that he ſhould dedicate gg Morrow (Sunday) 
to the purpoſe of drawing up an anſwer to, and refutation of the evid Ce, and ſhould leave 
it with a Friend, that he ha p no doobt wonld comply with the laſt Requeſt he ſhould make, 


7 juſt ment of the ſad operation which was t 
markably cheartul and compoſ 
of Ex<cution in a Wourni 


Mourning; as he went on, he frequently put his head out of the Coach, and earneftly de- 
_ fired the paryers of the People arround him.—On his arrival at the place of Executien, he 


able time, and then joined inthe uſual ſervice with the greateſt appearance of devotion; 


as he was then going to appear before God, to whom all deceit was known, he ſolemnly 


into Eternity. 
Coffin, and conveyee to to the Town Hall to be diſſected. 


that of feeing it correctly publiſhed, He aſked whether he had not a deſire to ſee his Wife, 


, . and take a laſt farewell. To this he haſtily replied, 1 do beſeech you let me not hear a- 


gain of this: i: ſhe do not come, I ſhall die compoſed. On Sunday Evening he depofi ed 


his caſe with a Gentleman of Coventry, who aſſiſted him in his Trial, with an-carieft re- 


queſt that he would Print and Publiſh it. He then gave fome directions relative to the ad- 


o take place in the Morning, ard appeared re- 
ged. — At ſeven o'clock next day he was carried to the place 
Zoach, followed by a Hearſe, and the Sheriff 's Officers in deep 
alighted from the Coach, and aſcending in à few ſte ps of the Ladder, prayed for a conſider- 


he then in a audiblo tone of voice, addreſſed the ſpectators in the following t erms: That 


declared that he was innogent of the crime for which he was to ſuffer! that he had drawn 


up a vindication of himſelf, which he hoped the World would believe, ſor it was of more 


conſequence to him to ſpeak truth than falſehood, and had no doubt but that time would 
reveal the many myſteries that had ariſed in his Trial, and prove that he fell a ſacrifice to 
the malice and black defigns of his=—, After pryaing frevently ſeme time, he let his 
Handkerchief fall, 2 ſignaſ agreed on betweew him and the Executioner, and was launced 


After hanging the uſual time, the body cut dowo, and put into a black 
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At Warwick, on Monday laſt, the 


— 1 Brother in Law, Sir Theodoſius 
„ Bo ughton „Bart. and alſo the Sol- 
# 28 | F 2+. "I \ "3 95 5 5 . a 

em manne he declared his Inno- 


ns (as is{uppoſed) | 


aſſert his Innocence. Some few unguarded and unpremeditatzd © 
| dy falſehood of the flagrant kind, which was ſworn at his Trial, © © 
had induced a jury to take his Life; but time would do him juftice, and prove him an in- 
Man, ruined by thofe who ought to heve been his friends. —Preceiving he Gentlemen in 


V, 


would induce people to throw an additional inſult upon his Memory. To this obſervation. 
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on Monvar the 2d of ApRIL, 1781. 


MMEDIATELY after the conviction 
of Capt. 1 a divine, ac- 


companied by a particular friend of the 


priſoner's, went to ſee him, and to. all 


appearance he was perfectly reſigned te 


his unhappy fate. It was urged to him, 
that as the evidence had been ſo clear, 


a denialof the fact would be looked upon 
by the world as a mean prevarication, 


and would induce people to throw an 


additional inſult 2 his memory. To 
| e anſwered, he could 
not help any man's conclutions ; he knew 


this obſervation, 


his own heart, and would, with his laſt 
breath, affert his innocence. Some few 
unguarded and unpremeditated expreſ- 


ions, aggravated by faiſchoods of the 
moſt flagrant kind, which were ſworn 


at his trial, had induced a jury to take 
his life ; but time would do him juſtice, 
and prove him an injured man, ruined 


by thoſe who ought to have been his 
© Friends, ——Percetving the gentlemen in 

Aſtoniſnment at this converſaticn, he 
added, that he ſhould dedicate to-mor- 
- zow (Sunday) to the purpoſe of drawing 


wp an anſwer to, and a refutation of 
the evidence, and ſhould leave it with a 
Friend, that he had no doubt would 


omply with the laſt requeſt he ſnould 


«nake, that of ſeeing it correctly pub- 
liſhed. He was aſked whether he had 
not a defire to ſee his wife, and take a 


4aft farewell. To this he haſtily replied, 


1 do beſeech you let me not hear again 
of this: if ſhe does not come, I ſhall die 
-compoſed. On Sunday evening he de- 


polited his caſe with a gentleman of Co- 


of himſelf, which he 
would believe, for it was of more conſe- 
quence to him to ſpeak truth than falſe- 


PARTICULARS reſpecting the Behaviour and Exe- 
cution of the late unfortunate Captain DONNELLAN; 


540 


ventry, who aſſiſted him in his trial, 
with an earneſt requeſt that he would 


print and publiſh it. He then gave ſome 
directions relative to the adjpſtment of 
the ſad operation which was to take 
place in the morning, and appeared re- 


markably chearful and compoſed. At 


ſeven o'clock next day he was carried-to 
the place of execution in a mourning 
coach, followed by a hearſe, and the 


Sheriff 's officers in deep mourning ; as 
he went on, he frequently put his head 


out of the coach, and earneſtly deſired 


the prayers of the people around him. 
On his arrival at the place of execution, 
he alighted from the coach, and aſcend- 
ing a few ſteps of the ladder, prayed 
for a conſiderable time, and then joined 


in the uſual ſeryice with the greateſt ap- 
pearance of deyotion ; he then in an au- 


dible tone of voice, addreſſed the ſpec- 
tators in the following terms: That as 
he was then going to appear before God, 
to whom all deceit was known, he ſo- 
lemnly declared that he auas innocent of” 
the crime {© which be was o fuer“ 
that he had drawn up a vindication 
Ron the world 


hood, and had no doubt but that time 
would reveal the many myſteries that 
had ariſen in his .trial, and prove that 


he fell a ſacrifice to the malice and black 


deſigns of his mother-in-law,—After 
raying fervently ſome time, he let his 
handkerchief fall, a ſignal agreed on 
between him and the executioner, ang 
wa: 
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was launched into eternity. —After 
hanging the uſual time, the body was put 
into a black coffin, and conveyed to the 
Town-hall to be diſſected. He was 
dreſſed in a ſuit of deep mourning. 


Mrs. Donnellan viſited her unfortunate 
huſband four different times during his 
confinement, and he appeared to be af- 


fectionate and tender; but as ſoon as he 
was condemned, he could not bear to 


hear her name mentioned. He wrote a 
letter to her, the contents of which were 


as follow: _ Fe 
My once eſteemed Wife, 


4 Do not think that I am about to 


reproach you for declining your viſits to 


me in my preſent ignominious ſituation ; 
I am better ſatisfied that you did not even 
t Brought together by 
the hand of indifference, it would be a 


attempt it. — 


mockery of feeling to affect a concern for 
our ſeparation, diſgraceful as it is about 


to prove. — To argue with you on the 


core of thoſe dark arts which have un- 
done me, would be fruitleſs; becauſe I 
know your conjugal, has ever been ſub- 
ſervient to your filial affection.— As to 
your mother but I will ſup- 


preſs my indignation ; if however you 


ſhould wiſh to know my dying ſentiments 


of her, aſk. our friend hen, the 


mouruful bearer of this, and he will not 


heſitate to impart them to you, becauſe- 


I ſhall charge him with my laſt breath, 
not to refuſe you ſuch a requeſt. —Were 
I to adviſe your immediate ſeparation 
from her, it would have no weight ; for 
my little influence. over you has long 
been at an end! Mrs. H 


gard; let it not ſurprize you then, to 


learn, that I have bequeathed her my _ 
gold watch, and miniature picture, as 
the laſt, and ſtrongeſt token | 

her of my gratitude. As to our two 
poor children, if you deem them pledges 
of our love, cheriſh them as ſuch, but 
try to conceal from them their father's 
unhappy fate. I have been long com- 
bating unnumbered wiſhes that preſſed. 
me to claſp them in my fond arms, and 


bid to them a laſt adieu !—thank God 


however I have at length ſubdued them: 
—— The whole world, except my o. är 


offspring, are welcome to - become the 
ſpectators of my ignominious, though 
unmerited exit! . 

«« If I have omitted any thing that I 
ſhould have ſaid to you—your own heart 


I truſt, will urge it for me, when I ſhall 1 


be no more: Farewel. 


- 


April 1, 1781. 


fps . WW. * . I” . 


„ you well. 
know, has for a ſeries of years, treated 
me with a tender and diſintereſted re- 


can give 


JOHN DONNELLAN.” · 
Warwick Gaol, Sunday night, 125 
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SKETCH of the LIFE and CHARACTER: 
of the late JOHN DONNELLAN, Eſq. 


i Warwick, for the inhuman murder of his 
3 brother. in- law, Sir Theodoſius Boughton 
+ 92 was formerly diſtinguiſhed 
WW He appellation of Diamond Donellan : 

an addition derived from a remarkable 

fine brilliant, which he obtained in the 

Eaſt Indies, and uſed to wear in a ring 

upon public occaſions. He was ſaid to 

be the reputed ſon of a gentleman in the 
army, who is ſtill alive, and confined in 

a private mad houſe, in conſequence of 

an attempt made upon a State Officer. 
This unhappy gentleman Fad been long 
urging a ſuit at the Treaſury, and being 


in the end totally diſappointed, his rea- 


ſonl and his hope deſerted him in the ſame 

inſtant... - | \ i ee 
During a conſiderable reſidence in In- 
dia, Capt. Donellan diſtinguiſned him- 


ſelf upon many occaſtons; and indeed 


the ſeveral wounds he received in action, 
left no room to doubt his perſonal brave- 
ry. Many however pretended to know 
certain facts, and did not ſcruple to rank 
them in the black catalogue of Aſiatic 
enormities: he returned to Europe with 
a large ſum of money, and many valuable 
gems; but in what manner they were ob- 
tained, 1s not, even at this day, general- 
ly known. To his companions he uſed 
; . to boaſt of ſecret ſervices, and openly ac- 
ci {ed the Eaſt India company of ingrati- 

tr de and injuſtice. Ambition was im- 


w .en we conſider the known objects of 
h *purſait, in London, Bath, and other 


Aer. BoNETLAN, who was” 


executed yeſterday near the town of 


Ceremonies. 


pi operly ſaid to be his ruling paſſion : for, 


faſhionable places, we are rather inclinec 
to think, that an extravagant vanity was 
the principal baſs of his nature. His 
dreſs was generally gaudy, without ele- 


gance, and his ideas and converſation con- 


tracted. Under the abſolute controul'sf. 
irrepular propenſitives, his fortune in a 
ſhort time became preatly injured, how- 
ever, he reſerved a ſum which enabled him 


to purchaſe a ſhare or two in the Pan- 
theon, from whence, upon 1ts origional ” 


inſtitution, great advantages were expect- 
ed; and, to which place of polite ren- 
dezvous, he was appointed Maſter of the 
Although he poſſeſſed en- 
dowments that ſtrongly recommended him 
to this ſtation, he did not long retain It. 
Embarraſſments of a pecuniary nature 
ſurrounded him; and it is ſaid, he was 
obliged to ſell his ſhares under great diſ- 
advantages, 2 
Play and gallantry the ultimate ſubter- 
fuges of diſſipation, were the next objects 
which preſented. His univerſal inter- 
courſe with polite proſtitutes, though 
ſufficiently known, was too often the ſub - 
ject of his egotiſm; and, the recommen- 
dations of his conſequence. His inclina- 
tion, however, was not confined to plea- 


ſurable intercourſes. His connexion with © + 
the married Mrs. I, in the vicinity of 
Rathbone-place, is in the recollection of 


moſt people. The houſe, the table, the 
ſervants, the carriages, &c. of this lady 
were at the Captain's conſtant diſpoſal, 


and it is ſuſpected that his attendance 
was rewarded in that liberal way, which 


enabled lim to continue his appearance 
e 
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in public, and gave him an opportunity 
of being acquainted with the unhappy 
family into which he married. , 


As the crime for which he ſuffered has 


been already diſplayed in all its horrors, 
it remains only for us to hope that an ig- 
nominious public. retribution, and due 


repentance, will entitle him to the mercy. 


omnipotency. „ 


The following is an exact copy of a letter 
- written by the unfortunate Captain 
Donnellan, on Saturday the 24th of 
March, to a friend of his who now 
lives in St. Martin's Lane. We wiſhed 


to have mentioned thc gentleman's 


name te whom it was directed, in or- 


der to prevent a poſſible doubt of its 
rt 


authenticity: however as ths 


who obliged us with this remarkable 
epiſtle, laid an abſolute injuction upon 

us to the contrary, we give it to the 
public as we were directed. At the 
ſame time we think it neceſſary to 
ſolemuly aſſure our readers, that it was 
copied from the original, 


- Warwick Goal March 24, 
© Dear —— . 5 
J expected you down here yeſterday 
as you promiſed, but not ſeeing you 4 
have been very uneaſy. Let nothing 
prevent you from ſetting off immediately, 


if this letter reaches you in London, and 
pray bring —— with you. 
Here are as violent as ever, their cruelt 


The people 


to me is not to be accounted for, a 
never injured a {ſingle perſon in the. 

country ſince I firſt came into it. How- 
ever their malice will be of no avail. As 


ſoon as the trial is over, I quill open your 
eyes on the whole of the unhappy buſineſs, 


and which wil! ſatisfy you on the parti- 
cular matter you mentioned in your laſt. 


My beſt compliments wait on Mrs.—, 


let her know I expect to pay her my re- 
{pets in St. Martin's-Lane on Sunday 


| ſeinnight. 


I am, moſt aſſuredly, your, 


JOHN DONNELAN.” 


THE MIDLAND COUNTIES HERALD. 
% +, _ BIRMINOHAM, May 9, 1850. 
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At a sale of books and manuscripts at Messrs. 
Puttick and Simpson's Auction Room, in Piccadilly, on Tues- 
day, the 16th ult., a copy of the trial of Captain Donnellan, for 
the murder (by poison) of his brother-in-law, Sir Theodosius 
Boughton, Bart., of Lawford Hall, in this county, before Mr. 
Justice Buller, at the Warwickshire Lent Assizes, 1781, 
printed in a small quarto size, and published by Hill and 
Blagden, at Bristol, was knocked down for the sum of twenty- 
nine shillings to our respected, neighbour, Sir George Chet- 
 wynd, Bart. Annexed to the trial is a most curious handbill, 
entitled, © A True and Particular Account of the Trial and 
Execution of Captain Donnellan, who was executed at Warwick, 
on Monday, the 2nd of April,“ &c. There is no doubt but this 
handbill was sold on the day, and at the time of the execution, 
as © the dying speech, &c.; and it is extraordinary that such 
a document should have been preserved and found to exist 
after the lapse of sixty-nine years. Copies of this most 
singular and memorable trial are now very scarce. An octavo 
volume, containing the life of Captain Donnellan, the genuine 
case written by himself, and other facts relating to the trial, 
was sold by Messrs. Sotheby and Co., in the sale of the late 

Mr. Watt's library, for the sum of £3, 18s. 
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Trial of Capt. Donellan for Murder, with broadside, 1781 — 
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2 The following is an exact copy of a letter 


- written by the unfortunate Captain. 
Donnellan, on Saturda 
March, to a friend of 
lives in St. Martin's Lane. We wiſhed 


to have mentioned the gentleman's 


name te whom it was directed, in or- 
authenticity: however as ths party 
Who obliged us with this remarkable 
epiſtle, laid an abſolute inj uction upon 
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fame time we think it neceſſary to 


ſolemuly aſſure our readers, that it was 
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J expected you down here yeſterday 
as you promiſed, but not ſeeing you 1 
have been very uneaſy... Let nothing 
revent you from ſetting off immediately, 


never injured a fingle perſon in_the” 
country ſince I firſt came into it. How-. 
ever their malice will be of no avail. As 
ſoon as the trial is over, Iwill open your 
eyes on the whole of the unhappy buſineſs, 


and which wil! ſatisfy, you on the parti- 


cular matter you mentioned in your laſt, 


2 s in St. Martin's-Lane on Sunday 
ſennight. . . 


I am, moſt aſſuredly, your, a 
JohN DONNELAN,” * 
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HE MIDLAND COUNTIES HERALD. 
8 | BIRMINGHAM, May 9, 1850. eig 
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At a sale of books and manuscripts at Messrs. 
Puttiek and Simpson's Auction Room, in Piccadilly, on Tues- 
day, the 16th ult., a copy of the trial of Captain Donnellan, for 
the murder (by poison) of his brother-in-law, Sir Theodosins 
Boughton, Bart., of Lawford Hall, in this county, before Mr. 
Justice Buller, at the Warwiekshire Lent Assizes, 1781, 
rinted in a small quarto size, and published by Hill and 
lagden, at Bristol, was knocked down for the sum of twenty - 
nine shillings to our respected, neighbour, Sir George Chet 
wynd, Bart. Annexed to the trial is a most curious handbill, 
entitled, A True and Particnlar Account of the Trial and 
Execution of Captain Donnellan, who was executed at Warwick, 
on Monday, the 2nd of April,” C. There is no doubt but this 
handbill was sold on the day, and at the time of the execution, 
as the dying speech, &c.; and it is extraordinary that such 
| | a document should have been preserved and found to exist 
f | after the lapse of sixty-nine years. Copies of this most 
2 | singular and memorable trial are now very 8carce. An octayo 
volume, containing the life of Captain Donnellan, the genuine 
case written by himself, and other facts relating to the trial, 
was sold by Messrs. Sotheby and Co., in the sale of the late 
Mr. Watt's library, for the sum of £83, 188. 2 
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El Tri) of Oapt. Dovallan for Murder, with broadride, 1751 — 


